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Secondly, and perhaps the most admirable of his traits, is that at 47,  
Alexakis has learned enough from his past trials and tribulations, including 
years as a global rock star, to create a better life for himself and his family, 
including his wife and two daughters (one is a teenager from a former rela-
tionship, the other a toddler).

Experiences related to big bucks, big business and big changes in a  
quasi-nihilistic industry may have jilted some of his perceptions and ide-
als, yet Art retains a certain innocence, or curiosity rather, about how he 
evolves himself as a man, a father and a compassionate human being.  
The creative process is a living, breathing organic energy in Art’s life, which 
as you’ll soon discover, promises to deliver him into vast new realms of ex-as you’ll soon discover, promises to deliver him into vast new realms of ex-as you’ll soon discover, promises to deliver him into vast new realms of ex
pression and, in turn, open up some wide new windows for us to peer into. 

Janna Mock-Lopez: Aside from what you do for a living, you 

spend a lot of time supporting the troops by playing for them, 

even though you’re opposed to the war and its politics. It’s inter-

esting to have an opinion or be against something but still find 

ways to support positivity.

Art Alexakis: I’ve always supported the troops though I’d never before 
been close to military people. Many of these people grow up in military 
families, with military culture and it’s huge in this country. I really didn’t 
know until I started visiting bases. Not meaning this in a derogatory way, 
the bases are like white-trash WalMart, you know? That kind of [suburban] 
subculture that’s on the base. It’s like you’ll go to Japan and outside the base 
is this amazing world and a lot of these people inside have never been there. 
They won’t go; they’re afraid of the outside culture and are petrified.

JML: Afraid to go off base?

AA: Yeah. They’ll go to strip clubs and certain bars and just ride around the 
base, but that’s it. I took my daughter out of middle school and brought her 
with us when we went over to the Far East to visit numerous bases – several 
in Japan and Korea, one in Hawaii. It was an interesting trip. She got her 
homework done every day, then we went off exploring places where people 
didn’t speak English. That was our goal.

And supporting the troops, because regardless of what our government 
does at anytime, defines what America is. America is bigger than the George 
W. Bushes or even the Barack Obamas and I love it. 

JML: One thing people generally agree on when it comes JML: One thing people generally agree on when it comes 

to Obama, even if they don’t agree with his strategies, is to Obama, even if they don’t agree with his strategies, is 

that he’s a lot more in touch with the common people and that he’s a lot more in touch with the common people and 

that he’s closer to the everyday perspective. Growing up in 

Hawaii must have influenced his relationship with diversity...?

AA:  It must have because it’s such a multi-cultural kind of a melting pot.  It must have because it’s such a multi-cultural kind of a melting pot. 
One thing I like about Obama that’s really simple, I guess, is that when One thing I like about Obama that’s really simple, I guess, is that when 
he talks on TV, he doesn’t sound like an idiot. He sounds like a guy who’s 
smarter than me and I want a president that’s smarter than me. I want him to &By Janna Mock-Lopez &&Photos by Joni Schrantz&
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simple conversation 
  with Everclear’s front- 
man Art Alexakis 
isn’t so simple. First, 
he’s knowledgeable 
about a myriad of 

topics. So, if you bring 
up a subject, whether it’s 
music, religion, politics or 
family life, Art has a well-
positioned opinion. One 
must be prepared to truly 
discuss the matter.
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be someone I can respect and, for eight years, I was just 
like…(shakes his head.)

JML: Why get up in the morning?

AA: I’d hear Bush speak sometimes and wonder, “This is 
the leader of the free world? Really? Really?”

JML: What prompted you to do the military 

base circuit to perform for the troops?

AA: It wasn’t the money because it doesn’t pay that well. 
It was just something I felt strongly about. I had my talk 
radio show when the war started, which included politics 
and music. I was pretty outspoken and kind of a smart-
ass, but outspoken about what I felt is a lot of anti-war 
sentiment. People were marching in the streets and I was 
there too with my wife at the time and my daughter. 

But, I also remember talking to people about how I felt 
about it. Just because I’m pro-troop doesn’t mean that 
I’m pro-war. I’m pro-troop because these are American I’m pro-war. I’m pro-troop because these are American 
kids and they’re doing something that a lot of people kids and they’re doing something that a lot of people 
only talk about doing. These kids at least honor their only talk about doing. These kids at least honor their 
word and commitment. This is something that isn’t word and commitment. This is something that isn’t 
uniquely American but it’s something I’m very proud of. uniquely American but it’s something I’m very proud of. 
They’re putting themselves in harm’s way. They’re putting themselves in harm’s way. 

In 2004, I had a chance to visit Walter Reed Army MediIn 2004, I had a chance to visit Walter Reed Army Medi-
cal Center in Washington, D.C. where a lot of people cal Center in Washington, D.C. where a lot of people 
are coming from Afghanistan and Iraq. I met a kid from are coming from Afghanistan and Iraq. I met a kid from 

Sweet Home, Oregon, who was 22 years 
old. He was about to get married and at 
the end of the second tour. The last day 
he was there, his arm got blown off. On 
his last day. He was a good-looking kid, 
a football hero, just emotionally devas-
tated. His girlfriend never came to see 
him. [She] broke off the engagement.

So I told him, “You’re better off man, 
you’re better off. I know it doesn’t feel 
that way now, but you’re better off.” I 
was sitting there, just...and I’m trying 
not to cry right now when I think about 
it, but I was really trying not to cry in 
front of him. His parents were there and 
he was only two weeks into his new re-
ality. How do you help someone who 
feels that devastated? 

JML: From what I’ve understood, 

there’s not much support for those 

who return from combat. 

AA:  No there isn’t. Before Vietnam, 
people got support; after Vietnam, they 
got none. I’m proud of Obama in that 
he’s really put effort into the VA and 
into making sure that people are taken 

and they usually come from military 
families. That’s what they do. They’re 
generally conservative – very Republi-
can. It makes no sense to me, because 
even the Christian right that have 
flocked to the Republican party don’t 
like Christians. They don’t like true 
Christian philosophy.

Then there’s the class of what calls them-
selves “warriors,” the people who go to 
West Point – the “warrior class.” They’re 
not the ones usually dying as they are 
from a more elite breed. And you’ve got 
this other subculture of African-Ameri-
cans, Hispanics, a lot of Asians.

JML: That just breaks my heart 

the most. I don’t know why, it  

just does.

AA:  I get that, but at the same time, I 
went to Iraq five days after our election.

JML: How was it? What was the 

sentiment like?

AA: Awesome! Most weren’t allowed 
to talk about it and I was told I wasn’t 
allowed to be political because the au-

thorities had done 
their homework be-
forehand and knew 
about my reputation 
going in. I was like, 
“OK, that’s cool.” So 
I went there and I 
just looked at all the 
“warrior class.” All 
the white officers 
were stunned. They 
were going to have 

to kowtow to a black 
man. No one said any-man. No one said any-man. No one said any

thing; you could just see that 
someone poked a hole into them. 

But the other people, they were excited 
that finally, someone represented them.

JML: I remember the feeling that 

night; it was the only time that I 

can ever recall feeling united as 

a people for a non-tragic reason.

AA: First time you’ve ever been proud 
of America? We’re old enough to re-
member Iran-Contra. We’re old enough 
to remember Watergate, you know?

JML: I remember seeing the 

grainy Watergate footage 

of that old tape record-

er playing that thing 

over and over 

again. 

AA: I remember 
that, too. If you’ve 
not yet seen it, rent 
“Frost Nixon.”

JML: Even 

though I don’t 

watch TV, the 

media seems 

impossible to es-

cape these days. 

care of. One thing about the Bush ad-
ministration that puzzled me is that they 
treated those people from the returning 
military like shit.

JML: First to kick them out, last to 

welcome them back.

AA:  Oh yeah. They treated their fami-
lies like shit too. They didn’t take care of 
the families. They didn’t pay the money 
they were supposed to, didn’t give ben-
efits, fought them constantly, but still 
got their votes. 

JML: Talking to the young men 

and women from the troops you 

know they’re loyal. They’re doing 

something that not many other 

people do. Yet, they’re so young 

and naive. How did they get 

there in the first place? Are many 

who join the military vulnerable 

and directionless? Do they think 

this is their only choice? 

AA: Well, you’re talking about different 
classes. There’s the lower officer’s club, 
which is primarily white, maybe 85%? 

AA: I don’t watch TV either; I watch movies. My I don’t watch TV either; I watch movies. My 
daughter will sneak and watch some reality TV and, 
when I’m on tour, my wife watches “Celebrity Rehab” 
because we’re friends with a few of them. 

JML: Growing up in L.A. I was around many 

of the stars who are now living in faded glory, 

milking the reality TV circuit. The only thing 

people like Stephen Pearcy from Ratt need is 

a reality TV gig to save them from headlina reality TV gig to save them from headlin-

ing bars in Stockton. 

AA: Well, I don’t want to become like that.

JML: I don’t think you will.

AA: We’ve got a pretty strong fan base, we make a de-
cent living playing music even though we haven’t had 
a hit song in a long time. But, I still don’t see myself as 
that guy who’s “done.”

JML: Got some plans in the works? 

AA:  I’m writing a new record and doing all sorts 
of stuff. I want to get into the movies. I’ve written a 
couple of scripts. 

JML: Do you want to be on the acting or writ-

ing side? 

AA: Both.
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JML: Is being in the 

spotlight about sharing 

philosophies to further a 

mission, or more about 

creative expression? Or, 

maybe better asked, is 

the intention of being in 

the rock business still the 

same as when you start-

ed, or do you utilize the 

notoriety you’ve got now 

in a different way?

AA: You learn to adapt. Some 
strengths, some traits and tal-
ents become stronger, while 
others weaker, less prevalent, 
less powerful or less impor-
tant. As you get older, to sur-
vive and be happy you have to 
adapt and morph into some-
thing else.

JML: So it’s evolution nat-

urally, regardless of what 

you’re doing?

AA: I think it is. People who don’t 
become Stephen Pearcy.

JML: (chuckles) Sorry Stephen!

AA: I want [is] to go into a different direction. 
Mick Jagger said he wasn’t going to be in his 
40s singing “Satisfaction.” Well, he’s in his 70s, 
right? And kicking ass! He’s got 10 times more 
energy than me, [is] in much better shape and 
sounds great.

JML: Did you happen to see the awe-

some Van Halen show with David Lee 

when they were in Portland? 

AA: And they didn’t kill each other? I saw them 
years ago. I think it was ‘96 at the MTV music 
awards when they’d gotten back together. They 
broke up backstage because they’d gotten into a 
fist fight. I was there because I was nominated and 
presenting an award. I always liked the fact 
that David Lee Roth isn’t really a great singer 
but he is a great show and front man. That’s 

what a front man is – someone who’s larger than life. My 
thing is to be larger than life on stage or on camera, when 
you’re not, come back down to earth. 

I’m not saying be fake, but for people who live on 10 all 
the time… there’s a place for living on 10. 

JML: There’s a lot to learn by coming down to a 

one and letting others who are 10s lead the way, 

like in a party setting. The one’s can observe. 

AA: How about being at a two, three or even a four? 
That’s a good place to be. You don’t have to be totally in a 
coma, but yeah, you can shut up every now and then, and 
let someone else have that moment. 

JML: Show business is an interesting choice. 

AA: I wanted to play rock ‘n roll since I was four years old. 
I didn’t care about other stuff. I just wanted to play rock ‘n 
roll, make a living.

They should have embraced the 
whole Parents Music Resource Cen-
ter (PMRC) thing back in the ‘80s. 
They should have never let that have 
a life of its own. They should have self-
regulated, monitored their own artists and 
labeled their own. Not censorship, but label-
ing to let parents know. That’s not a freedom 
aspect, that’s letting adults make decisions for 
their children. Even me as a 22-year-old, I under-
stood this. 

Would I let someone sell drugs to my kid? I want 
to know what you’re selling to my kid. It’s my job to 
take care of him and be his role model, not yours. So 
I never had a problem with it. Secondly, and the most 
disastrous thing the music industry did, was the whole 
download thing: the napsters. They should have em-
braced it. When they did, it was too late. So, they killed 
themselves with two bullets. The first one took out the 
good part of the brain, the other one took out the heart. 

JML: Do these changes make more music acces-

sible to more people? 

AA: I put a song out for free download and thousands of 
downloads later, it pissed off a lot of people. A lot of others 
loved it. It started a dialog, which was what I wanted to do. 
It was something that I believed in. 

JML: Now is a good time to follow those things 

one believes in. You’ve travelled to a lot of plac-

es around the world. What do you think people 

believe in? 

AA: I’m seeing people from all walks of life feeling 
supportive of the changes our country is making, or 
is trying to make. The attitude that we’re trying to do 
something is exciting. People across the board, white, 
black, rich, poor are excited that outside the U.S. has 
become so more positive with Barack. Even though 
I may not always agree with the Republican view-I may not always agree with the Republican view-I may not always agree with the Republican view
point, I still try to have compassion for others, 
not hatred. I try to teach this to my 17-year-old 
daughter all the time. You see, people have a 
new-found opinion, optimism and apprecia-
tion for America. With some understand-
ing, especially for those whose views are 
not our own, we can come to a place of 
compassion about anything. 

JML: Let me ask about the rock star thing, because  

compared to the poster gods I had on my walls – 

Robert Plant, David Lee Roth – the rock stars of to-

day are mere 18-year-olds who are prefabricated 

and pre-produced. Maybe I’m old now but it just 

seems there’s not that raw, energetic, gut talent.

AA: I agree. I don’t dislike them but they don’t excite me. 
The bands that are popular right now aren’t popular because 
they sell a lot of records. They get a lot of press and a lot of 
pictures. You’ve got to write a great song and sing it with 
a great voice. Robert Plant worked with some brilliant lyr-
ics; the music was super-powerful. He was emotional. He 
brought sensuality to the forefront and was larger-than-life. 

JML: Who’s somebody you’ve never worked with 

that you always dreamed about working with? 

AA: In the music industry? I haven’t done a whole lot 
of co-writing. I’ve tried to. It ends up being too business-
like when there’s a more formal process. If I have a chance 
to write with somebody, I’d really like to work with either 
Ben Harper or Jack Johnson. They both have amazing 
voices and songwriting abilities. I think we’d have a pretty 
good rock band.

JML: With the music industry’s quandary about 

download regulations, keeping the Internet  

legal and making money off new forms of music  

distribution, are there any drawbacks to all the 

new technology?

AA: No, I don’t think there are any drawbacks. The record 
industry as we knew it growing up is gone. That’s a good 
thing in a lot of ways. A lot of old artists are trying to hold on 
to it. If you sign on with a label now, 85 to 90 percent of the 
bands are doing what’s called “participation.” Participation 
means that the label gets part of your touring, part of your 
publishing, part of your merchandise, part of everything. 

The Warner Group had a three-day symposium talking 
about how they want to get 10 or 15 percent of the gross, 
just like a manager. So what’s that going to leave to the 
artist? I’ve sold millions of records and don’t have a lot to 
show for it. I wasn’t smart about keeping up on the people 
who were supposed to be watching my money. So I got into 
some bankruptcy trouble and I’m paying off my taxes. I’m 
ok with that, because I made some mistakes and learned. 
I’m loving life right now. But the major label industry is  
retreating to this stupid move. 
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