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IRON 
SPRINGS 
RESORT: 

Memories 
Preserved, 
Memories 
Created

by Janna Lopez

HERE ARE FEW PLACES LEFT where you 
can fully leave behind the cares of a busy, 
hectic world; a place of total solitude that’s 

only a few hours away by car. Our hope of finding such 
a place was renewed when we had the opportunity to 
visit Iron Springs Resort. One of the many major bonus 
points of this discovery is that Iron Springs is about as 
family-centric as a destination can be.
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over the region and world. People 

would gather at the same time each 

year for beloved bonfires, clam digs, 

forest adventures and sky-spanning 

sunsets. Over the course of the 60 

years Olive and her family owned it, 

Iron Springs reached 25 cabins. 

After Olive’s passing and the wear 

and tear of time, the resort was ne-

glected. The future of Iron Springs 

Resort was uncertain until the True 

family, who had loyally been com-

ing to Iron Springs for 45 years, de-

cided they wanted to continue the 

memories — for their own family 

and others like them. They bought 

the property and committed them-

selves to its restoration. 

The dedication of the True family to 

ensure that other families would en-

joy the same magic and wonder their 

family had experienced is apparent 

when Dustin True talks. Dustin, the 

resort manager and son of Doug and 

Janet True, speaks wistfully about 

how many summers and lazy days 

he spent as a kid at Iron Springs, dig-

ging clams or exploring the surround-

ing woods. Doug and Janet also felt 

that the annual ritual of gathering 

kids, dogs, other families and friends 

at this spectacular setting along the 

ocean was something they wanted 

to hold onto forever — something ev-

eryone would have the opportunity to  

experience.  

The Trues’ reverence for preserving a 

special sense of place is also apparent 

in the restoration details. The cabins 

are charming, cozy, elegant and mod-

ern all at the same time. Whether you come for 

a romantic getaway for two, or bring your entire 

family, you’ll find a perfect cabin to accommodate 

you. Cabins are stocked with all the essentials, 

such as cookware for the beautiful kitchens and 

firewood for the stone fireplaces. Decks overlook-

ing the ocean have barbecues perfect for grilling 

salmon and when you’re ready for a good night’s 

snooze, you’ll find total comfort in the pillow-top 

beds with opulent down comforters. 

The feelings of love and legacy comes through 

in each cabin’s details: wall accents and tables 

are hand-crafted from salvaged wood from the 

original cabins and chair upholstery and sofa pil-

lows are made from vintage Pendleton blankets. 

Huge windows offer end-

less views of the majestic 

Olympic Peninsula woods, 

shifting seaside tides, and 

adjoining Boone Creek 

spilling into the ocean. Sit-

ting out on the deck after 

the sun goes down offers 

the perfect occasion for 

stargazing on a clear night.

The resort itself has won-

derful amenities, including 

a clam-cleaning station for 

use after a day of digging, 

coin-operated laundry fa-

cilities, an on-site general 

NESTLED ON A BLUFF overlooking the Pacific Ocean at Copalis, Washing-

ton, Iron Springs Resort offers guests a choice among 24 distinctive, private 

cabins. With endless ocean views of the beautiful, flat sandy beach, and 100 

acres of coastal woodlands surrounding the property, there is a clear sense 

of nature combined with tranquility.

This stunning setting is what drew the original owner Olive Little to purchase 

the property with its then eight cabins in 1947. Over the years the resort 

grew and became an annual reunion and vacation mecca for families from all 

store for last-minute necessities, complimentary wi-fi, and dog-friend-

ly features for each cabin including water bowls, individual towels to 

wipe wet paws before cabin entry and a dog-washing station down by 

the beach to rinse sand and saltwater off furry friends.

The Olympic Peninsula and surrounding area of Iron Springs Resort 

is home to breathtaking scenery. The neighboring Hoh Rain Forest in 

Olympic National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, with ambient 

noise recorded as low as 23.5 decibels — or the volume of a pine nut 

dropping onto damp moss, 20 feet away. A particular spot inside the 

Hoh Rain Forest has even been identified by one group as the quiet-

est place on earth. Within short drives you can discover the glories of 

Olympic National Park, such as gorgeous Lake Quinalt, plus rivers, 

creeks and ancient old-growth forests. Copalis Beach is also only a 

short drive away from the quaint resort town of Ocean Shores.

Between the restoration and preservation efforts of the True family; 

the endless forests, ocean scenery, sunsets, romance, relaxation, and 

magic; and the sense of unfettered freedom, it’s easy to see how Iron 

Springs Resort has become a favorite annual destination for families 

— an all-season place to gather, rejuvenate, connect, rekindle and 

build memories for many treasured years to come.

IRON SPRINGS RESORT  

360-276-4230  

ironspringsresort.com 

Janna Lopez is the mother of a 12-year-old daughter and a 8-year-old son.
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