
Kidsgiving — 
helping kids in our 

own back yard.  
Tune-in to your favorite radio station

this November and December to learn
how you can get involved!    

www.kidsgiving.com
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helping
five great
non-profits

for one great cause!

Kidsgiving
is six
great
radio

stations

Margie
Margie Boulé is a local 
household name recognized for many 
talents: She’s a writer, improvisational 
theater performer, former news an-
chor and television personality. As 
some are aware, she was recently 
laid off from “The Oregonian” after 22 
years of being the most-read colum-
nist at the newspaper. Though Margie 
takes her work and reputation seri-
ously, her most important priorities re-
late to those she loves; especially her 
30-year-old opera singer daughter 
Alexandra, who got married in Sep-
tember. When Margie talks about the 
ceremony, the friends and family she 
was surrounded by, her face lights up. 
She is also inspired by her loving, loy-
al husband Dave, whom she’s been 
married to for fi ve years. 

Value is Relative. Whether you donate an old master to your local art museum, or support the next gen-
eration of “abstract expressionists”, it’s your connection to the community that counts. With The Oregon 
Community Foundation, you can create a fund that puts your resources to creative use — locally — for the 
causes you care about most. For more information, call us at 503.227.6846 or visit www.oregoncf.org.

$25,000 $25,000

Photo: Margie and her 
daughter, Alexandra 
Boulé-Buckley, after a 
voice recital.
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chef.  In the early 80’s someone had given me a 
complete set of Julia Child’s cooking video tapes. 
I had gone to cooking school in France and liked 
cooking. One day while I was watching the tapes, I 
saw my daughter was transfi xed. Th ese videos be-
came her thing to watch over and over. One time 
I came home when she was in fi rst grade; I was 
tired and had chicken breasts I thought I bought 
deboned, but they weren’t. She said, “Oh! I will 
bone them for you.” I said, “No honey, the knives 
are sharp.” She said, “I know how to bone a chick-
en breast.” She had watched it about 150 times on 
Julia Child. So she did it. I supervised.  But in the 
end she didn’t become a chef; she married one.

J: Mothers oft en look to themselves as a barom-
eter to see if their child is doing well. Th ey inter-
nalize it. You took a diff erent approach in support-
ing Alexandra and lett ing her lead. How has this 
infl uenced your relationship?

M:  We have the most amazing relationship 
and I’m so thankful for that. I was careful aft er 
the divorce not to make her my confi dante or 
girlfriend. I wanted her to know that as the adult 
I was there to take care of her. She wasn’t there to 
take care of me. She was only fi ve when her dad 
and I divorced. Th en and today we share many 
common interests: taste in clothing, furniture 
décor, authors we love, composers, books we read.  
We have a similar outlook on the world.  And we’re 
very close. Even though she lives in Washington, 
D.C., we talk every day.

J: Do you ever realize the impact your editorial 
contributions have made upon thousands of indi-
viduals or even the entire community?

M:  Not really, but sometimes I’m reminded. It 
was New Year’s Eve before I met my husband 
about 10 years ago. I wasn’t dating anybody, so I’d 
arranged to perform in the ComedySportz New 

present is in transition, 
the future is full of possibility 
as she rediscovers her gifts 
and passions for connecting 
people and their purposes 
through story telling. She is 
excited to see where her re-
designed plans to perform, 
write and travel may lead. 
It’s almost guaranteed we 
will be reading, hearing 
and seeing Margie’s next 
chapters as they unfold…

Janna:  Let’s talk about your daughter Alexan-
dra’s recent wedding….It looked so beautiful. You 
seem so proud.  

Margie:  I’ve tried to stay away from saying 
that I’m proud of my daughter. My mother kind 
of lived vicariously though me. I felt to earn her 
love I had to achieve things she could brag about. 
From the time my daughter was born, I was aware 
that I wanted her to be proud of herself. I wanted 
it to be enough that she felt good about what she 
did. Th rough her childhood, instead of saying, 
“I’m proud of you” at the end of a ballet recital 
or when she got a 4.0, I’d say, “You should be so 
proud of yourself.”  I just can’t take credit for it. 
Children come out of our womb prett y much in-
tact.  Parents have the ability to screw it up. Th ere 
are few cases in which parents create a magnifi cent 
human being.  I think a child does that as long as 
she is supported and undamaged. I supported my 
daughter no matt er what she was interested in.

J: Th at’s insightful of you as a mom to recognize 
your daughter’s strengths and passions, and en-
able her to pursue them.

M:  For a while I thought she might become a 

Year’s Show. I thought I’d go make people laugh, 
be around friends, and not feel so alone on New 
Year’s Eve. I realized I didn’t have anything in the 
house for dinner. Th ere’s a restaurant on the cor-
ner by ComedySportz. I fi gured I’d just stick my 
head in, grab something to go. I went in, noticed 
all these couples and felt prett y lonely. I’m sitt ing 
there and the chef walks up to my table. He says, 
“Your meal is on me.” I said, “Why?” He said, 
“Because of you, I’m a father.”  

I had interviewed a woman who was an immigrant 
from China. As a litt le girl she had been abandoned 
in a train station and ended up in an orphanage. 
Somehow she distinguished herself and got schol-
arships to University in China, then scholarships 
to go to grad school in the United States. She mar-
ried an American guy and lived in Portland. She 
started an agency for American couples to adopt 
Chinese girls. Th ough it’s popular now, it was just 
starting then. She had the only agency authorized 
by the government of China. So I wrote about it. 
Th is fellow and his wife read the article and called 
her up. Th ey were in the fi rst group of parents to 
go to China. His daughter was probably 10 years 
old. He had tears in his eyes and he said, “Th anks 
to you I am a father.”

He told me of other families who had gone over 
because of my article. I thought, how many times 
have I just writt en a story and it has really has 
made a diff erence in somebody’s life? Even in 
such a dramatic way as becoming a parent? I never 
really think about that.  

J: For you is it the telling of the stories or trying to 
bridge people and ideas together?

M:  Both. I was aware that I was solving problems. 
I love that and I love telling stories. I didn’t think 
about long term changing of lives. Th at seems 
ludicrous, that my litt le stories could change lives. 
But every once in a while, reminders pop up.   

J: What is it about Portland you love? 

M:  I was living in Seatt le and in 1977 a job 
became available in Portland to host and co-produce 

Though a TV show. I knew almost no one in Portland and 
thought I’d just stay a year or so.  But aft er I’d been 
here a few months, I felt that this was a city small 
enough where one person could make a change or 
a diff erence. I liked that people were choosing to 
live here because they thought it was a wonderful 
place and were therefore invested in keeping it a
wonderful place.

J: Do you think that’s still true?

M:  Now more than ever. I think there are more 
people moving here from all across the coun-
try, because it’s the kind of city they want to live 
in. Portland has become the darling of the list 
makers; the best city for food, the best city for 
outdoor activities within 50 miles, the best city 
for bicycling. Unfortunately not the best city for 
education, as it once was. Nevertheless we get a 
lot of att ention.  

J: Do you think that Portland has an interesting 
blend of people who are stories unto themselves? 

M:  Yeah, I do. Take the band Pink Martini and 
Th omas Lauderdale for example. Th at band trav-
els all over the world. Th ey’re eclectic, unique, 
talented, and everybody knows they’re from 
Portland. We do some things really well. We have 
a great symphony, great ballet company, great 
opera. Th e theater companies unfortunately still 
struggle and need more support. We’re behind 
Seatt le by 20-30 years in terms of support for 
theater companies; theater just doesn’t get the 
support here as it does in other cities.

J: Do you think Portland is at a crossroads in re-
defi ning itself? 

M:  I think we were at a crossroads 15 -20 years 
ago. We took a turn for the creative. We have 
fi ne artists, painters, graphic artists, fi lm makers. 
We have all these people fl ooding into Portland 
because they know it’s a creative place. I’m a fi ft h- 
generation Oregonian. Th ere aren’t very many of 
us, except the Native Americans. We’re creative 
people and we are native to here and we welcome 
those coming in who are creative. 

J: Where is your next level of creativity?

M:  I’m looking into all kinds of possibilities and 
some are prett y exciting. Th ere are things I feel I 
can do very well. I can tell stories that people want 
to read. I still get messages from people saying, 
“I miss your column.” I’m also exploring perfor-
mance and social media venues. 

J: People have the opportunities to see themselves 
in others’ stories. Writing about loves, success, loss 
and failure opens up conversation. I know you 
went through a recent loss —your father.

M:  My father was a magnifi cent man. He died 
last year. I miss him every day. I wanted to share 
this story with you because I felt it was important, 
since your focus is on goodness. Unbeknownst to 
anybody for seven decades, he was abused at the 
church. He agreed to disclose what happened and 
as a result, got a large sett lement from the Catholic 
Church. Th at he never hired a lawyer or sued was 
a point of pride for him, and even though it was 
the court that came to him to make things right, 
he saw it as the church reaching out. He felt vindi-
cated.  It brought him closure.  He gave away the 
money to child-related causes. He was so proud 
and happy for that.  

He was on his death bed last year, and I got a call 
saying he’d been in a coma for three days. I drove 
up there, to Vashon Island. Th e nurse had told 

Photos:
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the gun) in “Sordid Lives”
Bottom: Margie dances with her father, 
Jim Boulé, months before his death.(2009)



him, “Margie’s coming.”  He woke up, 
got cleaned up and changed his paja-
mas. He was sitt ing up in bed when I got 
there, bless his sweet heart. It was less 
than a week before he died. He could 
not stop talking to me that day. 

One of the things he brought up was 
the abuse. He said, “Margie, this is 
important. Do you know why I was 
okay? Why I had this great life?” I said, 
“Why?” He said, “I never let it destroy 
my faith in human beings. Th ere were 
great priests. Just because there’s one 

bad priest doesn’t mean they’re all bad. 
Just because that situation was handled 
badly doesn’t mean the Catholic Church 
is all bad. You have to decide; to make a 
decision to be optimistic,  to look on the 
bright side of your life.” 

Th at was the last thing he ever told me. 
He was 85 years old when he died. Aft er 
enduring what he endured, some people 
collapsed or committ ed suicide. He got 
married, raised a family, had an amazing 
career and was laughing and joking until 
the end. 

J: Do people have reasons to be hopeful 
right now?

M:  You have to continue to fi nd a bright 
side. In dark times, even if it’s hard, re-
member life is like a pendulum. You have 
to believe it will eventually swing closer 
towards the brighter side. 

503.235.6551   
www.tmos.org

The Tucker-Maxon School has been 
teaching children who are deaf to 
listen and talk for 63 years!  This year, 
you can help us make sure every child 
has a voice.

B E C A U S E  I  C A N  L I S T E N  &  T A L K
         I  C A N  S I N G  S O N G S 
        P A Y  A T T E N T I O N  T O  M Y  T E A C H E R
             B E  A  G O O D  F R I E N D

               L E A R N  T O  R E A D
         S A Y  I  L O V E  Y O U        
           A S K  F O R  W H A T  I  N E E D
                 S A Y  T H A N K  Y O U !

SPREEULTIMATE
SHOPPING
LIVING LOCAL 2010 BROUGHT TO YOU BY

WIN THE ULTIMATE
SHOPPING SPREE!
Just because the holidays are approaching doesn’t mean 

you have to stress out about gift shopping. The Living

Local 2010 Ultimate Shopping Spree, brought to you by 

LaRog Brothers, can help you cross some items off of your 

never-ending shopping list. Get unique gift ideas, great 

holiday tips, a local shopping guide and a chance to win

the Ultimate Shopping Spree! 

Living Local is all about loving the place we live, enjoying 

local businesses and supporting the local economy.  

Enter to win at: www.LivingLocal2010.com  

Sponsored by

Oswego Spa
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