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Studying the Menashe family tree could prompt 
a good head scratching. Roots of siblings and vines 
of offspring intertwine their way into the Portland 
landscape. A fine limb from what began as a tale 
of seven brothers immigrating in 1909–1913 to Ellis 
Island from Turkey, eventually settling in Portland, is 
situated before me in a tastefully adorned U.S. Bank 
building office on the 9th floor. Meet Alberto and  
his son Shawn Menashe. Sure, you’ve heard the  
Menashe name around Portland. There are  
hundreds of descendents and cousins, thousands 
of miles away from their origin of Turkey, who are 
proud to call this city home.
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ocally, Albert, age 60, and 
Shawn, age 32, are known 
for many things beyond the 
historical name: family-law 
attorneys for Albert’s name-
sake firm, Gevurtz and Me-
nashe; University of Oregon 
undergraduates; leaders in 
the national legal association 
community; and above all, 
highly engaged philanthro-
pists, both in their own right, 
for an array of civic and social 
causes that mostly benefit 
children and families. 

Shawn, Albert’s only biologi-
cal child, is a source of both 
entertainment and pride for 
his dad. Albert split from his 
wife when Shawn was a baby. 
Father and son spent as much 
time as they could together 
during Shawn’s growing years, 
so in addition to tremendous 
mutual parent-child respect, 
there’s an apparent ease and 
banter between them akin to 
siblings. 

To reinforce their closeness as 
adults, a tradition over the past 
several years has been to take 
trips together somewhere in 
the world. They recently got 
back from a trip to Tuscany, 
where they spent two weeks 
hanging out in the country-
side, enjoying the beauty, 
and of course, drinking wine. 
Though they love traveling 
and experiencing other cities, 
Albert and Shawn both ad-
mit that there’s no place like 
home in the summer…

surance as a condition of practice. They 
don’t understand how we do that. By the 
end of that first meeting, AR-Gone is sit-
ting pretty tall. 

I talk to lawyers and realize that in a lot of 
states, there’s an edge between lawyers, 
judges and law schools. They don’t get 
along. Lawyers here get along. I talked to 
people who practice in California. They 
can get mean. Here people say, “Hi.” It’s 
just friendly. That’s a big difference. A lot 
less ego here. 

J: Professionally, has that helped you be 
who you are in the profession that you’re 
in?

A: Yes. Doing what we do is not easy 
when you’re dealing with divorces and 
peoples’ lives. I’ve been out of law school 
34 years. In some places this is terrible 
work. People beat up on each other. 
Oregon has pure no-fault, which makes 
it even a little more genteel in the sense 
that it doesn’t matter who does what to 
whom. That’s just not part of what we 
deal with.

S: It’s impressed me that more of my gen-
eration stays in Portland. I’m on a lot of 
the junior boards and there’s a real pride 
in being a Portland native or even some-
one who’s moved here, because people 
who are here, want to be here. I’ve lived 
in New York and California and there’s a 
higher-level commitment to the commu-
nity [here]. People search for something to 
identify with and put their time into. Port-
landers give back. People care about being 
here and making it better.

J: You’re the first to open up a dedicated family-law 
firm in the early 1980s. Why family law and why that focus?

A: When I went into law, I clerked with and had great exposure to lawyers 
doing criminal work, personal injury and family law. I liked family law be-
cause I saw that next to death, going through divorce was the most difficult 
thing in their lives. If you can actually help, it’s a nice feeling. 99% of the time 

 
Janna: What is something that you adore 
about Portland?

Albert: It’s not as big a town as you’d 
think. There are more people who know 
each other or are related to each other than 
you might imagine.

J: You can go somewhere, have a conver-
sation with somebody, and hear how your 
grandsons grew up or went to high school 
together. There’s always some connection. 
It’s not even six degrees in Portland. 

A: It’s two. Shawn is on the board of many 
organizations, and I was at an event recent-
ly for Make-A-Wish Foundation, which 
he’s involved with. There were so many 
kids there whose parents I went to Wilson 
High School with. Shawn went to Lincoln. 
There was a whole group of kids whose 
father or mothers [were my] high school 
classmates who had kids whom he became 
classmates with.

Shawn: My childhood was even more 
embarrassing. We had such a big family 
growing up here. I’ve had people come up 
and introduce themselves that were family 
members that I’d never met. My dad had 
to draw a family tree for me when I was 12 
years old that I still have because there are 
so many of us. We had a family reunion last 
year. There were 300 Menashes invited.

A: My family isn’t that huge overall, but 
we came from one of the Greek islands 
– Rhodes. It was about 1910 when both 
my grandfathers—they knew each other 
there— came to Ellis Island, then to Seat-
tle and eventually down to Portland. They 
both had grocery stores.

J: Being a merchant was the way to go for 
immigrating Jews…

A: Yep! I was born on Broadway. As you go 
up Broadway, that last building, Shattuck 
Hall, before the freeway entrance, across 

L the street I think there’s an Asian restau-
rant now. Next to it is a bakery, which was 
actually my grandfather’s grocery store. 
He lived above it, and we lived next door. 
One uncle lived a block away and another 
one lived two blocks away. We’d have fam-
ily meals all the time. All my uncles and 
cousins would come and we’d hang out 
together.  

S: Seven brothers, all merchants, with 
seven different stores, all doing a little bit 
different stuff within a 10-block radius. 
The joke at the Menashe reunion was Nor-
dstrom’s had just opened up around that 
time. If the Nordstrom brothers and the 
Menashe brothers could have overlapped 
because one did shoes, the other tobacco, 
who knows what business we’d be in…

J: Albert, you’ve been in Portland your 
whole life and have traveled to other cities. 
What makes us Portland? 

A: Oregon generally and Portland particu-
larly, is pretty low-key. If you start with the 
practice of law, I had the privilege in 2007 
to be president of the State Bar. I spent 
most of that year traveling around the state 
and country. I went to bar meetings and 
to this group called the National Confer-
ence of Bar Presidents. The first time walk-
ing in is intimidating because you see the 
state bar presidents from California, New 
York, Pennsylvania. Then they go around 
the room and they say, “Who’s this fellow 
from AR-Gone?” 

J: AR-Gone. It’s always AR-Gone!

A: It is! Then they start talking about busi-
ness and it’s realized that in Oregon, we’re 
a leader in most areas. For example, a ques-
tion in these meetings was “Should we 
require lawyers to put on their letterhead 
whether they have malpractice insurance?” 
Oregon is the only state in America that re-
quires every lawyer to have malpractice in-

If you can 
actually 

help, it’s a 
nice feeling. 
99% of the 
time people 

leave our 
office better 

than they 
came. 
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did that same thing every year. 

S: Until I got to the age when I 
couldn’t wear the clothes or sit on 
his lap anymore.

A: Six years ago, he took another 
picture, but I was on his lap. Eventu-
ally he ended up working for me.

S: I think the route I took to get here 
was the only way I could’ve done it, 
because I proved to myself that I 
could get a job somewhere else and 
I really had to learn what his busi-
ness was to appreciate it. He’s as-
sembled some of the finest lawyers 
and people around. Working here 
reflects what we do in terms of fam-
ily. We care about each other. We 
work together. There are no closed 
doors. When I was making that deci-
sion, I was 23 or 24 years old and the 
other offers were almost twice the 
money. For the first time in my life 
I had to make the decision based on 
whether I should follow the money 
or go where my heart was. I’ve not 
regretted it one day. I’ve learned ev-
erything about myself here. I don’t 
think it would’ve worked without 
my dad’s patience.

A: One thing that’s been fun is 
you’re used to being around your 
kids and having them act like kids. 
I can come in and say, “I’m having 
problems with this case and I’m not 
sure what to do” and he’ll say, “Try A 
or B.” And I’ll say, “Wow! I wish I’d 
thought of that! That’s really good.” 

J: Aside from the work ethic that 
surprises you about each other, 
you’re both incredibly involved with 
the community. Shawn, are you still 
volunteering for Make-a-Wish?

S: Yes. This’ll be my last year.

lege. 
If not for 

my high school football coach, I 
would’ve continued generations of 
not going to college.

J: That must have been a huge sense 
of accomplishment!

A: I graduated Phi Beta Kappa, 
went to law school, entered the law 
review, got a job in a big firm and re-
alized that when you grow up poor, 
and you’re not poor anymore, it’s 
not a bad thing to be poor, it’s not a 
bad thing to be rich. It’s what you do 
with all of it. After you’re comfort-
able, it’s about helping others. After 
20 years of practice, I began donat-
ing 25% of my time doing volunteer 
work. I talked to Shawn about the 
importance of doing good things. 
We’re fortunate to come to a coun-
try without anything and each gen-
eration has done better. 

S: I learned from your examples. 
The Menashes weren’t always the 
wealthiest family as a whole, but 
[they] devote a lot of time, wheth-
er it was at synagogue or different 
places. My great-uncle had a say-
ing that “charity starts at home.” 
He also said, “Remember, home is 
more than just the four walls you 
live around. It’s our community.” 
Watching him pour so much time 
into different activities was instilled 
in me. The hardest part about being 

J: Whether you sit on the board or 
are on a committee, I believe you’re 
also involved with Black Parent 
Initiative, Self Enhancement and 
Red Cross?

S: Yes. There’s also the Oregon Zoo 
Junior Board, and then a bunch of 
smaller projects for various Jewish 
federations and Solomon Legacy 
kind of things. Then there’s a project 
that I’m on the board of. It’s called 
the Connector Project. We just got 
fully funded and are working with 
Oregon Community Foundation. 
There’s a mathematician Ph.D. at 
Harvard—Dr. Karen Stephenson. 
She went to Philadelphia and did a 
thing called the Connector Project, 
where she came up with a survey 
of about ten questions related to 
connectivity and distributed them 
across the community. 

The results came back and were 
meant for that local community to 
identify who the information lead-
ers are in different sectors to help 
break down barriers, help different 
nonprofits and the government 
communicate across the whole 
spectrum of society, rather than just 
the people who are identified in the 
media. We read about the effort and 
raised the money to bring her here. 
It’s going to be incredible. 

A: His involvement and success 
make me feel good. Coming from 
an immigrant family, no one had 
ever gone to college. During my 
senior year, I walked into a college 
counselor’s office and she told me I 
was too stupid to go to college even 
though I had good grades to qualify 
me for schools harder to get in than 
University of Oregon. My football 
coach talked me into going to col-

people leave our office better than they came. I’ve made a lot of friends, both 
working with certain lawyers on cases that were difficult, strengthened the 
relationship there and developed nice friendships with clients. Life is all 
about relationships. I’m not suited to work for insurance companies.

J: Or have a store?

A: My dad was in the men’s clothing business. I worked with him from 
around 12 years old to 21. It was a 50 by 50 foot store, which was confining, 
but I learned a lot about people. I loved watching people. 

J: [to Shawn] I heard a rumor that your dad provided you business cards at a 
young age. It was a collection of business cards that 

said, “kiddy lawyer” and “future lawyer” and 
you ultimately chose to go into law. How 

much was your own level of interest 
and how much was preordained? 

S: I used to get the question all the 
time, “Are you going to follow in 
your father’s footsteps?”—espe-
cially when I decided to go to law 
school. If you’d asked him or any-
one else, up until the last year of 
school, the answer was “no.” I used 
to joke and say I want to be a real 
lawyer, working at a prestigious 
firm, not as a family-law lawyer. I 
used to put down what he did and 
worked to distance myself. Part of 
it was I didn’t know what he did. 

A: You were lucky to get out of 
high school, so law school was a 
dream! 

S: Take your shots! Not knowing 
what he did and wanting to prove 
myself, I went to law school and 
focused on tax and business law. I 
clerked at Preston Gates my first 
year, Miller Nash my second year 
and at the end of that clerkship, I 
discovered I didn’t like business 
law. There was no interaction with 
people. Once I was done with the 
ten-week clerkship there were six 
weeks left of summer. So my dad 
had me work here. Not to get me 
involved in the business, but to 

keep me from running around. So I 
worked here and in those six weeks, 
I really enjoyed it. 

My last year at school, he made me 
drive up and work here more be-
cause he found out I was only tak-
ing two days’ worth of classes. The 
more I worked here, the more I en-
joyed and learned what he did. I’d 
gotten job offers from two or three 
firms, told him about them and that 
I had to make a decision. We took a 
trip down to the beach together. He 
wanted to help me decide so he’d 
written all the pros and cons of the 
firms. They were all great firms. We 
were walking on the beach and he 
had about seven pages of details…

J: Of course! He’s a lawyer!

S: We’re walking and I looked at 
him and said, “Is there any chance  
I could work at your firm?” His firm 
was not on the list of firms we were 
talking about. 

A: I was honestly surprised because 
growing up, his friends worked here. 
We’d hire them to do office stuff.  
I never asked him; he never asked 
me. I told him I’d have to think about 
it because when you have a nice re-
lationship with your child, the last 
thing you want to do is screw it up 
by working together. I’ve known so 
many people who have worked with 
their kids and it hasn’t worked out 
well for either one. 

When I started the firm, the first 
year was 1982. It was Christmas 
and there was a store called Young 
Lambs. I took him over there and 
bought him one of the same outfits  
I had. He was four years old. We took 
photos of each of us in the same out-
fit with Shawn sitting on my lap and 

So my dad had 
me work here. Not to 

get me involved in 
the business, but 
to keep me from 
running around. 

We took  
photos of each  

of us in the same 
outfit with Shawn 
sitting on my lap 

and did that  
same thing  
every year. 



my age is figuring out how to give back. There are 
many opportunities, but really figuring out where 
to make a difference is hard because of the vast ar-
ray of different organizations that need help.

J: Prominent families of givers or generations of 
givers, is one of the reasons why Portland is different. People 
are entrenched here. Earlier generations came here, and because of 
opportunities, became successful here, hand down the wealth AND 
values to their kids and grandkids. The kids and grandkids grow up 
and give back in the same way to make Portland a better place. 

A: Some people do it with money, some do it with time. When peo-
ple live here, you’re more invested in it. 

S: When I started as a lawyer, people assumed I made a lot of money. 
But I was making less than my friends, so the only way I could give 
back in a meaningful way was with my time.

A: I try to do things mostly related to kids. They’re the future. I think 

the more you 
can help de-

velop kids to 
understand the 

history, the cul-
ture, the better.

J: Is it law-related stuff 
for kids? Or social, educational, cul-
tural? 

A: Most of the kid stuff is not law re-
lated. 

S: He’s a huge softy when it comes to 
them. If someone calls with something 
related to kids, whether it’s Metropoli-
tan Family Services or Make-a-Wish, 
he can’t say no. I have people invite me 
to lunch and I’d be all excited because I 
think they want to pick my brain or ask 
for my help and they say, “What can I 
do to get your dad involved?” [laughter] 
The key to pouring yourself into some-
thing is finding something you’re really 
passionate about. 

A: You’ve got to be passionate. 

J: Portland is full of ideas, connections 
and innovation. It’s interesting to see 
what people come up with for the next 
big philanthropy. 

A: People say Oregonians aren’t as gen-
erous as other states, but people in Or-
egon who have a lot of money are just 
lower key. They aren’t throwing their 
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money out, say-
ing, “Look at 
me.” They’re just 
quiet about it. 

J: Absolutely. 
And more peo-
ple give smaller 
contributions of 
5 or 10 bucks. 

A: Oregon Pub-
lic Broadcasting is 

a great example. The 
penetration rate of their 

viewership or membership is 
high because people want to give $10. 
That’s all they can afford. 

J: If you were to wave the magic wand 
and give Portland something that will 
help it sustain itself and progress, what 
would that be?

S: My mom’s a third-grade teacher. 
I don’t know the complexities of 
educational budgeting, but I see the 
educational system struggling. A lot 
is funding-related, which I don’t fully 
understand, but would love to wave 
the wand and have an equal edu-
cational program across the board: 
Smaller classes, more attention, not 
cutting days and less people looking 
to go to private schools to supplement 
a broadening gap. There would be so 
many derivative, positive effects down 
the road.

A: I was at the Portland Rose Festival 
Parade. It was sad because I was there 
with my sister who teaches in the Port-
land Public Schools. We were watch-
ing the parade and not a single band 
was from Portland. They were from 
the outskirts and a lot from Washing-
ton. I asked her, “Where’s Langton, 
Wilson, Madison, Marshall?” She 
said, “They cut that out of the curricu-
lum in Portland. There’s no music, so 
there’s no choruses, no bands. They 
cut out art and some schools [cut out] 

P.E.” That’s wrong. I remember 55 years ago 
when I went to the parades, they were a way to 
showcase Portland. It’s a shame to have a Portland 
parade and not a single band represented. 

To cut these things out, depriving our kids, it’s just 
wrong. I agree with Shawn. I’m pretty conservative on 
certain things. We spend a lot of money on the penal 
system. I’d love to divert a lot of that money and put it in 
education and try to help young people. Give them every 
opportunity to succeed. If a kid needs a lunch or a breakfast, 
and there are many that don’t have money for food, so they 
come to school hungry therefore they can’t learn. Their body 
needs food. Make sure every kid is fed. Give them music; give 
them art; give them social studies; give them everything and 
then let them be what they’re going to be. When you cut out 
P.E., art, music, that’s—I don’t want to say criminal—but it’s al-
most. 

J: Where do you think the solutions are? Are there any?

S: We’re getting close to dire straits. Every time we get close to a 
tangled issue, we fix it a little bit. We have lots of Band-Aids, but 
there hasn’t been a real fix. I couldn’t imagine going to school where 
there wasn’t art, there wasn’t sports. They’re talking about reducing 
sports. If you can’t afford it and can’t go to a private school to have 
those opportunities, there’s a real deprivation there.

J: You bring up a really good point about Band-Aids, it’s not going to 
be a real conversation until you talk about the tax structure. Nobody 
wants to touch this polarizing topic with a 20-foot pole. Because of 
Band-Aids, there’s not a consistent statewide funding system.

A: I’m in a different place in my life than Shawn. I have a lot of friends 
in business who are successful. Because of taxation, many of them 
would not be in Portland, but for their years of history, they remain. 
When I was in college and I ran out of money, I was in trouble. There 
was no bailout. When the government runs out of money, they just 
impose another tax. They can’t do that. You can’t discourage people 
from building business and providing jobs. I think they have to re-
ally look at things. Everybody always thought we ought to have a 
sales tax.

But I don’t know that it will ever pass in Oregon without a genu-
ine guaranteed modification of the income tax and the real es-
tate tax because look at that last time the voters voted to reduce 
the real estate taxes because they were just way out of propor-
tion to most states.

S: It’s important that we examine our government and how 
we spend it because when they keep taxing it’s important 
to review that, but also to make sure our money is being 
spent efficiently and that people who are spending it are 
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accountable. There’s a 
systemic problem in 
where the money is be-
ing allocated.

J: Does solving world 
problems or even do-
mestic ones keep you 

up at night? Tell me 
about a moment where 

you felt completely grati-
fied…. 

A: I used 
to volunteer every 

year to play Santa Claus for children, 
mostly with Down syndrome, from the 

Providence Montessori Center. 
This day would be the best and 
hardest day. Most of these kids 
were in wheelchairs and I’d have to ho-ho-ho and be 
upbeat with them. 

One year, Shawn was a senior in high school and he 
snuck out to come see us at the Heathman, where 
the holiday event was. I was sitting there, looking 

at these 20 or 30 kids in wheelchairs, having diffi-
culty keeping up my happy energy, and out of the corner of my 
eye I see my healthy kid. You just start to cry. I remember going 
home that night and thinking about how lucky I am. Once you 
meet the kids, you can’t help but love them. Plus, Providence 
saved money. They didn’t have to rent as many pillows when I 
did it. I filled up the costume pretty good.

Words of Wisdom: Reviews of Current Culture

The city of Portland is encouraging environmen-
tally friendly practices among businesses in the Lents neighborhood 
by offering Green Features Grants. A total of $100,000 is available 
to help implement sustainable features that will contribute to the 
city’s environmental, economic and social goals. The Portland De-
velopment Commission has targeted the Lents Town Center Urban 
Renewal Area as part of a long-term plan to stimulate business devel-
opment and revitalize the neighborhood. Project manager Stephen 
Green says, “Our goal is to encourage small- to medium-sized busi-
nesses in the Lents Town Center URA to think about sustainable 
features and what these features might mean as far as cost savings, 
increased productivity and improved efficiency.” The city will priori-
tize projects based on whether they demonstrate energy savings or 

resource conservation, use 
local or recycled products, 
increase livability and lead 
to job creation, among other 
factors. Grant guidelines can 
be found at pdc.us. Applica-
tions are due Aug. 27.

Nearly 1,000 Portlanders are 
on the waiting list for a plot 
in a community garden. But 
thanks to a newly formed 
partnership between 30 
government agencies and 
nonprofits, the wait could 
soon be over. At a signing 

ceremony June 2, Portland City Commissioner Nick Fish celebrat-
ed the Oregon Solutions Declaration 
of Cooperation to expand opportunities for gardens 
throughout the city. “Gardens not only provide fresh, healthy food, 
they also serve as important outdoor community centers; gardens 
can help older adults stay active while teaching younger children 
important lessons about self-sufficiency,” Fish says. “A garden might 
provide an opportunity for a recent immigrant to grow and share 
their cultural traditions, or it could serve as a platform for longtime 
residents to get to know each other and organize around an issue 
they care about. In many ways, gardens improve the environmen-
tal livability and social fabric of our 
communities.” The long list of par-
ticipating organizations includes 
Portland Public Schools, Oregon 
Food Bank, New Seasons Markets 
and Kaiser Permanente. For details 
visit orsolutions.org.

S: I grew up around Make-a-Wish because my dad’s friend 
brought Make-a-Wish to Portland. Seeing the kids’ reaction 
is gratifying. You almost feel selfish because it gives you so 
much back. When I joined the board, it was kind of on the 
periphery; I helped raise money and awareness. I decided to 
be a wish granter, so I did the training. 

For my first wish, I’d never been more nervous in my life. One 
of the Make-a-Wish directors went with me. We sat outside 
this house for 15 minutes with this little girl who had lympho-
ma. After all those years I’d been to court, not much makes me 
nervous. I didn’t want to disappoint her. I wanted my first wish 

to be right. We went inside and 
I was stuttering. I sat down and 
the little girl came up and she 
said, “I made a card for you.” 
I said, “OK, Can I open it?” 
There was a $10 bill. I said, 
“What’s this for?” and she said, 

“I wanted to make sure you grant the wish that I want.” We 
laughed and I gave her the $10 back. We had a great time. I’ve 
since kept in contact with her and the family. 

J: Sounds like a girl who knows what she wants…

S: I couldn’t stop smiling afterwards. That kind of gratification 
made my day, made my week and was the reason I’ll always 
be devoted to Make-a-Wish. If you really distill what they do, 
they’re just putting smiles on kids’ faces, and there is nothing 
that feels better at the end of the day than seeing that kid react 
that way. It’s unbelievable. 

“First, do no harm” are essential words in the practice of health care. In 
that spirit, Legacy Health has pledged to do its part in re-
ducing radiation exposure to children. Doctors in the Imaging Services 
department announced June 10 that they have joined the “Image Gently” 
campaign, a nationwide educational effort to modify techniques used 
among pediatric patients. “Imaging children is not a one-size-fits-all pro-
cedure,” says Dr. Paul Marten, a radiologist with The Children Hospital at 
Legacy Emanuel. “Using lower radiation doses and minimizing the num-
ber of scans children receive decrease their exposure to potentially harm-
ful radiation.” Legacy also promotes the use of radiation-free exams using 
alternative diagnostics. “When possible, we want to provide exams using 
ultrasound or MRI imaging because they completely eliminate any expo-
sure risk to the child,” Marten adds. If parents still have concerns regard-
ing radiation exposure to their child, they should talk with their physician. 
For details visit legacyhealth.org/
imaging.

Did you know that the average 
family of four lays out approxi-
mately $400 annually on dis-
posable lunch products? Every 
child who carries lunch to school 
throws away an estimated 1,225 
plastic bags, single-use water bot-
tles and disposable plastic uten-
sils each year. In an effort to save 
money and reduce waste in the 
upcoming school year, eco-com-
pany EverydayJun has invented the “Waste Free Lunch Kit,” 
a machine-washable messenger bag featuring an origami-esque container 
that holds a sandwich and two snacks in one package, a beverage bottle 
with a twist cap and a “spork” (spoon and fork combo). The product is 
part of a nationwide pledge asking 15,000 families to pack a waste-free 
lunch in order to keep 1 million pounds of garbage from ending up in 
landfills. To join the campaign visit greenmylunchbox.com.

  I try to do things 
mostly related to kids. 

They’re the future.


