
 T H E  N E X T  G E N E R AT I O N

Photos and story by Janna Lopez

FANTASTIC SCRIPT WRITING, 
endearing characters, a beautiful small 
town setting … all of these factors 
got me hooked on the hit TV series, 
“Northern Exposure,” when it original-
ly came out in the 1990s. I adored the 
simple yet profound story lines of this 
show.

At the Beaverton City Library several 
months ago I came across the season 

one DVD of “Northern Exposure.” I thought it would 
be a great show to revisit with my kids. That night we 
snuggled up in bed, and together over a couple of 
months, we went through that first season, and then 
the five sequential seasons that followed. My kids were 
hooked and fell in love with Cicely, Alaska (aka Ros-
lyn, Washington) and its cast of characters, Joel, Maggie, 
Chris, Holling, Ruth Ann, Ed, Marilyn and the rest. Since 
the show was filled with such depth and meaning, we 
would often have discussions about what 
occurred within each episode and the les-
sons to be taken away.

After we watched the entire series, there 
was one Monday my kids didn’t have school, 
so on that Sunday morning I surprised them 
and told them we were going to Roslyn 
(about a 4.5 hour drive), for the night, and 

visit where “Northern Expo-
sure” took place. They were so 
excited! Without any real plans 
of what we’d do or where we’d 
stay, we began our sojourn.

From the moment we arrived on Ros-
lyn’s Pennsylvania Avenue, we felt like we’d 
stepped back in time and into the fictional 
town of Cicely, Alaska. All the sights felt so 
familiar and I admit, my daughter, son and 

I were totally fan struck. We first went into Dr. Joel 
Fleishman’s office (which is now Cicely’s Gift Shop). We 

spoke to the shop owner, a local man who had been 
in Roslyn during all the glory years of series filming and 
had many stories about what it was like to interact with 
all the actors. He talked about Janine Turner(Maggie), 
Rob Morrow (Joel), Cynthia Geary (Shellie) and Dar-
ren Burrows (Ed). He talked about all the behind-the-
scenes personalities and the anecdotal conversations 
he had with them over the years. What a great bonus 
for us!

We then went to The Brick, 
where we had lunch. My kids 
were very excited—it was as 
if Holling and Shellie were go-
ing to come around the corner 
and serve us. The bar side is 21 
and over and there is a family 
dining area on the other side of 
the building.  

After lunch we sauntered over to the 
KBHR studio, which is part of a larger 
commercial space. Looking through 
the windows, the set still looks the 
same as it did when “Chris in the 
Morning” took over the airwaves of 
Cicely. It’s a bit dusty, though, and has a 
sad sort of feeling of being left behind.

We walked around the rest of 
the town (it’s small), and saw Ruth 
Ann’s store and lots of other nota-
ble “Northern Exposure” features, 
like the town totem pole. Roslyn, a 

once-flourishing coal mining town, has a unique charm 
and it’s easy to see why producers chose this location 
to film the series. There are 
many old houses (most built 
in the early 1900s), ma and pa 
shops and a small movie theater. 
Plus, the town has a population 
of less than 1,000. 
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the gap between those who have access to 
technology resources and those who don’t 
— is a barrier to ensuring that every child 
gets a quality education. 

A Low-Cost Internet Option for Families in Need

Internet service has become 
essential for success in the 
global economy and to be an 
active citizen. But many stu-
dents still don’t have internet 
access at home. And during 
these summer months, having 
an online connection is a great 
way to continue to engage 
children in learning activities.

Comcast is making an effort 
to bridge that divide and help 
families get connected online. 
The program, Internet Essen-
tials, is available to families 
with children who qualify to 
receive free or reduced price 
school lunches through the Na-
tional School Lunch Program. 

While participating in Internet 
Essentials, customers receive 
affordable Internet at $9.95 
a month + tax with no price 
increases, activation costs, or 
equipment rental fees. 

In addition, families who qual-
ify for the program are eligible 
to purchase a computer or 
netbook at the reduced price 
of $149.99, although there is 
no obligation to buy.

Comcast offers free Internet 
training through the program 
as well, which students can 
access online, in print, and in 
person. These trainings take 
place throughout the year, in-
cluding the summer months.
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Households may be eligible if they meet the following criteria:

ß Reside in an area where Comcast 
offers Internet service

ß Have not subscribed to Comcast 
Internet service within the last 90 days 
(but could be a TV or home phone 
subscriber)

ß Have at least one child in grades 
K–12 receiving free or reduced-price 
school lunches

ß Have no overdue Comcast bills or 
unreturned equipment

InternetEssentials.com or call 1.855.8.INTERNET (1.855.846.8376).
For more information, visit 
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A local told us to make sure we drove up to see one of Ro-
slyn’s more historic attributes, a cemetery with 26 separate 
sections divided by cultural background, for a total of 5,000 

plots spread out over 15 acres.  Since the 
mining boom brought immigrants from all 
over the world — including Poland, Italy, 
Yugoslavia, Serbia and Croatia — from 
1886 to 1929, Roslyn once held a true 
melting pot of people and cultures. The 
cemetery is organized by lodges of frater-
nal, ethnic and civic organizations for buri-
al of their deceased family members. We 
drove up and around the many portions 
of the cemetery, marveling at the tranquil 

beauty of iron gates and elaborate gravestones. This landmark 
was definitely worth the time to visit.

After a full day of exploring the town and seeing the sights, we 
ended up finding a local bed and breakfast, Huckleberry House, 
where we could stay the night. Run by a husband and wife, Don 
and Sybil, Huckleberry House is right on the edge of town and 
delivered a relaxing, peaceful stay. Rooms have their own bath-
rooms, which is always a plus. We 
watched “Northern Exposure” 
reruns on old VHS tapes in the li-
brary. The beds were comfortable 
and my kids thought having break-
fast made for us the next morning 
was pretty cool. 

The town of Roslyn garnered a real slice of fame through 
“Northern Exposure” and as such, has had thousands of people 
over the past 20 years make the trek to Roslyn, just as we did, 
to gather in a small slice of Cicely heaven. For lots of reasons, 
this show truly resonates and stands the test of time as being 
lovable, familiar and 
somehow able to 
rise above the cali-
ber of most televi-
sion. I was glad I was 
able to bring my kids 
to this somewhat 
frozen-in-time place, 
and give them a lit-
tle close-up “north-
ern exposure” to all 
the cool, interesting 
highlights that over 
20 years later, they 
too came to know 
and love. 
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Janna Lopez is the mother of a 13-year-old daughter and an 9-year-old son.

fun events, 
special offers, 

cool stuff!

lloydcenter.com

Summer Safety Fair
Saturday, July 20th

10am-2pm (Near Legacy Funland Play Area)
• Child Passenger Safety Program at Randall Children’s Hospital

• Bike helmets for all ages - $6 each including fittings

• Randall Children’s Hospital Safety Center Experts • Burn Prevention tips

Also Radio Disney and Monsters University Fun!
go to lloydcenter.com for details.
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