
I love that anything I create or imag-
ine photographically is possible. At 
the same time, it’s almost too much 
and I get easily discouraged. Under-
standing the vast camera landscape, 
one small step at a time, is where 
I need help, and lots of it. This is 
where the local camera shop, Pro 
Photo Supply, has been a savior. I 
want to introduce you to them and 
be sure you know how lucky we 
are to have such a fabulous local re-
source when it comes to all things 
photographic. 

Pro Photo Supply’s mission states, 
“Assist our community in pursuit 
of the art, the craft, the profession 
and the joy of photography. Pro 
Photo Supply strives to provide the 
products and the expertise to en-
able each individual to reach their 
photographic potential: those who 
record family memories; those 

who pursue 

personal expression; 
those intent in developing 
their craftsmanship; those who 
earn a living by creating visual im-
agery; those who utilize visual tech-
nology to enact social change and 
those who employ photographic 
imagery to communicate the inter-
connectedness of our global com-
munity. The world is our communi-
ty at Pro Photo Supply.” 

Working with them over the past 
year, I can attest to the truth of their 
mission statement. As such, here 
are a few other must-know qualities 
about Pro Photo Supply:

Hands-on assistance. When 
it comes to buying cameras (in-
cluding video), lenses, accessories, 

here’s the old saying, “Every picture tells a 
story.” It’s so true. Where would we be without the 

photographic keepsakes of our lives? Especially as we ap-
proach the holiday season. They remind us. They protect 

us. They make us smile. The physical capturing of our mo-
ments in time keeps us grounded as life swiftly passes by.
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Give your child a thank you note or 
paper. Have them write a thank you 
note or letter to someone who has 
sparked their gratitude in the last 24 
hours. The note should explain how 
the person made them thankful. 
When possible, send the note to  
the recipient.

What better time of year to break 
out the gratitude crafts than Thanks-
giving? Make paper turkeys by trac-
ing your hand on construction paper 
and cutting the traced image out. 
On each finger, write the name of 
the person or the event in your life 
of which you are grateful. Use them 
as table decorations.

Have the children sit in a circle. Toss 
a beanbag to one of the children. 
He stands and lists one thing he is 
grateful for and calls the name of 
a person in the circle. After he says 
one reason he is grateful for the per-
son, he tosses that person the bean-
bag and the process repeats itself 
until all members of the circle have 
had a chance to speak.
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Make Photography 

Come True 
With Pro Photo Supply

film and reference materials, or 
processing software, the world of 
what’s available is overwhelming. 
Whether we’re buying cameras or 
other items for ourselves or as gifts 
or for others, it’s easy to get swept 
away in confusion over price versus 
quality versus capacity. The staff at 
Pro Photo Supply takes pride and 
pleasure in helping you sort through 
the static to determine what’s best 
for you. They truly want to ensure 
that you are making informed deci-
sions about the options and will take 
whatever time is necessary to share 
their knowledge.

Educational events. Teaching 
about everything photography is 
so important to Pro Photo Supply 
that they have a diverse, exciting 
calendar of classes and workshops 
available to attend. You can discov-
er everything from specific product 
lenses, to shooting video, to lighting 

and more. Pro Photo Supply 
also offers opportunities to 

be at various locations—such 

as gardens 
and parks—
with experts on 
hand to help guide 
and answer questions 
in real time. Check Pro 
Photo Supply’s online 
calendar of events if you’re 
interested in learning in a 
welcoming environment. Ad-
ditionally, they promote and sup-
port other local photo/video edu-
cation resources, such as Newspace 
and NW Documentary. 

And, Pro Photo Supply offers  
their space for film screening and 
inspirational lectures on film and 
photography.

Local. Local. Local. There are lots 
of big box stores as well as online 
outlets where you can purchase a 
camera. Nothing compares to the 
price, selection and assistance that 
you’ll find at Pro Photo Supply. 
Buying a camera and supplies is tru-
ly a personal endeavor and should 
be a purchase that can grow with 
you and last for a long time, espe-
cially as your photography skills 
evolve. Get it right the first time by 
ensuring that you have had the right 
guidance, know your camera sales 
consultant’s name, and have a place 
to go back to with questions, None 
of these things happen when you 
buy technical equipment elsewhere. 

Try before you buy. If you’re 
thinking about experimenting with 
some gear, Pro Photo Supply has 

an extensive rental selec-
tion covering just about 

everything you’d need 
— from lenses and ac-

cessories to camera 
bodies, lighting 

and more. Rent-
als are avail-

able at daily 
and weekly 

rates, reasonably 
priced and easy to ob-

tain. Since some lenses and 

camera bodies are more popular 
than others, reservations are rec-
ommended. When deciding what to 
purchase on a budget, having access 
to the world of photography equip-
ment is a huge luxury! 

Give where you live. Pro Photo 
Supply is a local business that gives 
back so much to our community. 
Whether it’s providing the gear to 
students and teachers at nonprofits 
such as Focus on Youth, donating 
portrait processing to families from 
organizations such as Children’s 
Cancer Association or helping envi-
ronmental groups preserve nature 
through photography, Pro Photo 
Supply consistently steps up and 
gives in meaningful ways. 

I’ve truly come to appreciate the 
unique presence of Pro Photo Sup-
ply. As my own photography pas-
sion and skills evolve, I’m confident 
that I have a trusted, local resource 
for support along the way. Wheth-
er you’re just getting started with 
picture-taking, or you’ve had some 
experience, I encourage you to visit 
Pro Photo Supply online at www.
prophotosupply.com. Or better 
yet, visit in person when you’re in 
the Northwest area on 19th, and 
discover all the wonderful attributes 
mentioned above for yourself. 

Photography has always been, and 
will always be, one of the most trea-
sured keepers of time. It serves as 
a communication tool and social 
and cultural bridge, acts to preserve 
history and gives people a universal 
language with which to share visual 
words about the common experi-
ence of being alive. 

Of course, modern digital technology has almost abolished the entire pic-
ture-taking ritual. There was a time when we would snap photos with our 
less-than-sophisticated cameras, carefully remove the film to take it in to our 
respective processing locations, wait a week, then schlep to pick up the bulg-
ing packet of prints. The fun part (and I mean this sarcastically) would be to 
see what images actually turned out. Nonetheless, it was an entire routine 
that’s become extinct. 

Somewhere between then and now a whole new photography world was 
born. Endless choices in digital cameras, lenses and software proliferated. As 
someone who’s enjoyed photography as a as a distant hobby, I’ve experienced 
the seamlessly swft shift in possibilities over the past decade as both liberating 
and overwhelming. 

Janna Lopez is the publisher of Portland 
Family magazine and mother of a 13-year-
old daughter and a 9-year-old son.
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