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By Janna Lopez

attoos have long been a source for  
opinion, presumption, pride, individuality. 

Most of all, they are the permanent marker  
of story, place and time. Interestingly, what used 

to be seen as a post-drunken night, whimsical, 
regrettable 

mistake of a 
young male, 
has evolved 

into a thoughtful, professional, 
beautifully crafted, artistic mode of 

expression for older, post-child-bearing women.  
Especially in Portlandia.

Women in their 30s and 40s is one of the faster 
growing segments of the tattoo customer base.  
We were curious why. First, we spoke with sever-
al locally recognized tattoo artists who are moms 
themselves, and have laid the groundwork here  
for women and ink, about why they tattoo for a  
living and what their perspectives are about this  
form of expression. 

We learned that Alice Kendall, Amanda Myers  
and Charity Bray have multiple forms of art they  
are talented in, and tattooing is just one of them.  
We also learned that they take this craft, and its 
meaning, to heart.

We then talked to a lot of women, moms who  
don’t necessarily fit the tattoo stereotypes, about  
the tattoos they chose and what they meant. We 
were riveted by the diverse stories, intentions and 
reasons for why they picked the tattoos they did,  
and the many life milestones they represent. We 
hope you enjoy reading about, and engaging with, 
these tattoo mamas who gratefully shared their  
ink stories . . .
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CENTERFOLD

How many tattoos do you have? 
ALICE
Fifteen-ish, though it’s difficult to count. I have a sleeve that’s 
made up of  12 smaller tattoos. In that case you could say I have 
27 … ish.

AMANDA
Many, many, many.

CHARITY
I lost count and am always working on more. At some point you 
stop counting the tattoos and just count the hours into them! I’m 
always a work in progress and planning more—and it’s not going 
to stop anytime soon!

How long have you 
been tattooing? 
ALICE
Twelve years.

AMANDA
I started in 1992.

CHARITY
I started as a piercer 10 years ago and 
moved into tattooing professionally 
shortly after that.

How did you get 
started?
ALICE
I got started in 1993 when I bought my 
“Spalding and Rogers Tattoo Kit.” It 
came with a how-to book, a tee-shirt, 
and a certificate that said “Official 
Tattoo Artist” or something like that. 
I had pursued an apprenticeship in San 
Francisco, but anyone reputable had 
a long waiting list. In 2000, I was lucky 
enough to be invited by Amanda My-
ers to come to Portland and learn in 
a proper apprenticeship environment 
(we had been roommates in 1990). 

AMANDA
I apprenticed with Don Deaton of  Sea 
Tramp Tattoo Co. here in Portland.

CHARITY
I was blessed to have the opportuni-
ty fall into my lap. I had tattoos and 
piercings, but hadn’t considered it as 
a career. I was approached by a shop 
owner I knew who was looking for 
temporary help while he opened an-
other shop. I was only supposed to be 
there for a few months, but fell in love 
with the industry and the people right 
away. I knew it was my calling.

Do you have a 
favorite tattoo artist 
or mentor? 
ALICE
Currently, my favorite tattoo artists 
are Jeff  Gogue and Volko Merschky. I 
spend a lot of  time scrutinizing their 
artwork (as well as that of  many 
others) to see if  I can figure out how 
they do what they do. It’s like a virtual 
mentorship. I was lucky early on to 
have the support of  Amanda, Paul 
Zenk, Jason Leisge, Jeff  Tarinelli and 
Nancy Klein, who all let me hover over 
their shoulders and ask questions while 
they worked.

AMANDA
There are way too many great artists 
to have a favorite.

CHARITY
I follow Mary Jane Haake at Dermi-
graphics in Portland and Shanghai Kate 
Hellenbrand who has more than one 
shop and is a traveling gypsy. Both 
have been tattooing for decades and 
collect and share information about 
the history of  tattooing. Mary Jane is 
one of  the two ladies (the other being 
Bonnie Jean at Turtle Island in Yachats) 
who stepped up and worked with the 
State of  Oregon to keep tattooing 
legal in the state. She inspired me in 
many ways. She is a tough chick, but 
also one of  the most compassion-
ate, humble and giving people I’ve 
ever met. Lyle Tuttle should also be 
mentioned as he is an icon. I had the 
pleasure of  meeting him at a conven-
tion years ago and received a tattoo 
from him — a great memory. 

Of all the professions, 
why this one?
ALICE
Art has been my sanctuary since 
childhood. I always dreamed of  being a 
professional artist. I love the personal 
exchange and collaboration of  the me-
dium of  tattooing. It is so thrilling that 
the industry has opened up to so many 
incredible artists and is being recog-
nized as a fine art form. It’s also one of  
the few fine art fields where you can 
earn a stable income. But it’s tough to 
be successful without a solid work eth-
ic, a desire to constantly improve and 
some customer service skills! (Drawing 
and painting skills help too!)

AMANDA
I was drawn to out-of-the-mainstream 
jobs. I have always been an artist and 
entrepreneur, so the independence of  
being a tattoo artist attracted me.

CHARITY
What better job can you have? I get to 
doodle and make memories for people 
on my own schedule! I meet amazing 
people every day and get to have as 
much fun as I can handle. I don’t have 
to wake up at 5 a.m. to clock into a 
corporate job, and no one cares if  my 
tattoos are visible or how I dress. The 
Aquarius in me loves that I get to be 
me, always! Never fake or concerned 
about filtering what I say. And I get to 
be “the cool mom with all the tattoos” 
at my kids’ school. It rocks! 

Glenna Brown
I just had my first tattoo done, at age 
41! Nothing ever meant enough to 
me to mark my body for life, but our 
youngest child was diagnosed with 
autism in 2008 and it has changed our 

Alice Kendall 
Age: 42
Kids: Watson 14, 
Audrey 11

Amanda Myers
Age: 47
Kids: Roma 13, Errol 16

Charity Bray
Age: 37 
Kids: Devin 21, Devon 18, 
Lyndsey 17, Darius 13,  
Cymbrie 12, Brenna 8,  
Peyton 5, Pharoah 1,  
Isys (on the way)

Tasia Crawford
My tattoo is a full-body piece. It’s a study 
of the unreliability of language for ex-
pressing love, and is built of various pieces 
of novels, short stories, poems and plays 
which support the theme. I started working 
on it when I was 27 and it took five years 
to complete, with 93 hours of tattoo work. 
It is built to look like a vine with leaves 
made of text, so as I age and the words 
run together, it will still have a shape. The 
thesis around which I built the tattoo is a 
line from Faulkner’s novel “As I Lay Dying,” 
which says, briefly, that words are just a 
“shape to fill a lack.” The big themes in my 
tattoo— love, language, action, meaning, 
family—are the ones I feel are the most 
important to study in life. (This photo was 
taken when I was 34 weeks pregnant. I gave 
birth to my daughter on November 12, 
                 2012.) Tasia is also pictured in the  
                               Table of Contents.

Amanda (l) and Alice (r). 
Charity not pictured.

lives forever. I decided to get a tattoo 
to represent my sweet boy and thou-
sands of others like him. It’s a puzzle 
piece, and I put it in a visible place so 
that people can see it and give me a 
chance to bring awareness and under-
standing to autism.
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What do you love about tattoos?
ALICE
The permanence, the stories they tell, the challenge of  
creating art on a 3-D surface and how beautiful that looks.

CHARITY
Other than the obvious beauty on an aesthetic level, I love 
that each one tells a story about the person. Whether they 
got it when they were drunk with friends overseas, or as a 
memorial piece for a loved one, there’s always a memory 
attached. I also love the history of  tattooing. Though it’s 
mainstream now, tattooing is linked to medical and spiritual 
practices dating back thousands of  years. 

Melissa Dickens
My son Ray is 8 and a half. The tattoo I had done for him is the drag-
on on my right calf with his name. I got my first tattoo also on my 
right calf and it is the sunshine. I was 16 and still in high school. After 
Ray was born I added his name to the sun because I always sang 
“You Are My Sunshine” to him, and because he was my sun/son.

          What was one  
    of the favorite pieces 
you’ve done?
ALICE
It was a sleeve of  wood and bark and 
smoke and bugs. I believe it’s on the 
website (www.infinitytattoo.com). It was a 
challenge to compose, but fun to tattoo!

AMANDA
What makes a tattoo my favorite has so 
much to do with the client. It’s when both 
beautiful tattoo and deep and meaningful 
experience come together. 

CHARITY
It’s really difficult to narrow down a single 
favorite tattoo. I’ve been blessed to be in-
cluded in sacred ceremonial tattoos. I can’t 
go into specifics, but lots of  crazy things 
happen behind the energy of  those pieces. 
I have done a lot of  pieces that help people 
honor those that have crossed over. In 
these there is always healing. There are 
also ones that make me smile, like the 
bull’s eye tramp stamp on one of  my gay 
clients.Then there are the older ladies, like 
my mother-in-law, who decided to get her 
first piece to honor her children. Or my 
own mother, to whom I gave a tattoo (also 
her first) when she was in her fifties. 

Are there ever head-scratchers, 
where you wonder why people 
want to get the tattoo, or you 
have a hard time doing it 
because of the image?
ALICE
Tattoos are personal and I don’t have to know or understand the stories 
behind them. Sometimes ideas don’t translate well onto skin, and they need to 
be modified. But often what we can create is better than what people picture 
in their minds. That’s gratifying, but it takes trust.

AMANDA
I have seen some pretty terrible tattoos. If  I think something is really dumb, I 
just won’t do it. Trends come and go — it’s funny to see the herds of  peo-
ple who have no imagination. But humans love to imitate each other. I have 
been lucky to work in environments that weed out the really tasteless ones. I 
scratch my head more at really poorly done tattoos.

CHARITY
Of course! I personally refuse to do anything gang related, racist or phallic. It’s 
a personal choice, because I am a huge believer in Karma and energetically, I 
refuse to be a part of  putting that energy out there. I don’t judge anyone who 
has them, I just choose not to. They almost always regret the decision and 
want it covered later in life, which I will gladly do.

Rachelle Thayer
My tattoo is a dandelion puff. I’ve always told my 
daughter Cadence it’s for us. It represents youth-
fulness, because what kid can walk past a dan-
delion and not blow the seeds for a wish? Also, I 
remember my parents tried to kill the dandelions 
but they always came back. No matter what has 
knocked me down, I keep coming back! The kanji 
symbol of strength is also included in the tattoo.

Leah Perlingieri
Left arm: My husband and 
I were married under that 
oak tree at the Temple of 
Kukulkan in Mexico. We 
conceived Mayan Grace 
(our first daughter) on 
that honeymoon trip. The 
chrysanthemum was my 
parents’ wedding flower 
and ours, too.

Right arm: The goddess 
Isis represents our second 
daughter Isadore (which 
means ‘gift of Isis’ — the 
Egyptian goddess of fer-
tility). The water lily is her 
birth flower.

Deana Reynolds
 
I have 2 children. My son will be 10 next month, and 
my daughter is 5. 
I have six tattoos. My first was a 
ladybug on my left calf. I got it 
when I was 29, but I had wanted 
that tattoo since I was about 
14. My second is on my left 
shoulder: a martini glass with 
two dice. On the dice, the five 
pips face forward, and I got it 
in Vegas on my 10th wedding 
anniversary. My third and fourth 
are on my right bicep: a monkey 
holding knitting needles and a ball of yarn, and some 
stitching and a needle below him. He is an illustration 
from the book I learned to knit and crochet from. The 
fifth is “float,” on my left forearm. It’s from the Flog-
ging Molly song of the same name — a reminder to 
keep my head above water and go with the current in-

stead of fighting it. The last is 
a wreath of hearts on my left 
thigh, symbolizing the nev-
er-ending and always-changing 
nature of love. 

Mair Blatt
I have a tattoo that’s pretty meaningful to me: the 
wheelchair/handicap symbol and my son Mitch’s 
name in Braille on my right wrist. A preemie born 
at 25 weeks, Mitch has cerebral palsy and is legally 
blind. Although he is not in a chair now, he will live 
his life surrounded by some amazing people who 
are, and may be himself, one day. I tattooed this 
in honor of him and all of the people who appear 
to have so much less than able-bodied people. 
When you take a moment, get to know them and 
look inside, they 
have soooooo much 
more than many 
of us! Huge hearts, 
pure souls. I see that 
every day in Mitch. 
When I see my 
tattoo, I am remind-
ed how beautiful dis-
abled people are. 
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We are WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATES. www.whallc.com

What is “Centering Pregnancy?”

It’s a new way to feel more prepared for chIldbIrth and parentIng. It’s a way to learn from the questIons and experIences of 
other moms-to-be, lIke you. It’s a way to buIld a supportIve communIty and get more tIme wIth your prenatal care provIder.

How can you learn more? watcH our video at:  www.whallc.com/centeringpregnancy

Jaime Vealey
I always wanted a tattoo, but never knew exactly 
what I wanted. What I did know was that I would 
pay as much as I needed and find the best artist I 
could. At age 35, after the loss of a second loved 
one, I felt like it was time. My kids were wary, and 
my husband “doesn’t like women with tattoos,” 
but it was for ME! I had already scouted out Alice 
Kendall and the next time her calendar opened 
up, I called. It took about 8 hours — two sittings 
and the final 
touch-up. 
I couldn’t 
possibly love 
it more and 
am already 
thinking … 
what’s next?  
As a bonus, 
my husband 
now LOVES it.

Kathy S.
I am a 40-something (hee hee) mom of two great 
kids. Our son is almost 19 and our daughter is 12. I 
went to Alice at Infinity Tattoo back in January 2011 
for my favorite of my three tattoos: a “Madame 
Butterfly” version of my daughter’s face when she 
was 3 years old. Toward the end of my pregnancy 
with her, we were given a 50/50 chance of her sur-
vival after birth. Not only has she survived, she has 
come so far despite being diagnosed with a form 
of cerebral palsy (we call it Princess Syndrome), 
plus multiple surgeries and countless trips to 
doctors’ offices. Everyone who knows our daughter 

and has seen 
my tattoo 
comments on 
Alice’s great 
work.

Are there misconceptions 
about women who do 
this for a living?
ALICE
I don’t know. I don’t pay much attention. I suppose there 
must be. Times are changing, but there are certainly more 
recognized male tattoo artists than female. I’m still hoping to 
get my name on one of  Fusion Ink’s signature color palettes 
one day!

AMANDA
It’s heavily a man’s world. Women are still not thought of  as 
equals. Just look at tattoo magazines, shows, media, etc.

CHARITY
It’s a male-dominated industry filled with egos and tattoos, 
and people that have them and love them are judged on 
sight. I think the biggest misconception is that women in the 
industry are hard-core, drug addicted, promiscuous partiers 
who aren’t really that talented. When I started in the Indus-
try 10 years ago, I was told that I wouldn’t make it a year, 
that women weren’t good at tattooing because we invest 
too much in the client and not the art. As much as that an-
gered me, it also motivated me to prove the person wrong. 

What do your kids think 
about your work? 
ALICE
I think they appreciate the art and sometimes hearing about 
interesting clients. But, otherwise it’s just “Mom’s work.” It’s 
not that exciting to them. My daughter, however, has been 
asking if  she can tattoo me!

AMANDA
My kids have grown up in such an arty family! They dig tat-
toos but are still scared of  the whole thing. They both want 
to pursue some kind of  art or creative endeavor.

CHARITY
The older ones are always asking me to work on them! I 
have one son who has embraced the industry and is now 
working at Aloha Tattoo as a piercer after being my appren-
tice for six years. Another was resistant and said he would 
never get one (he now has multiple tattoos). Overall, my 
kids think what I do is amazing and they stand around and 
watch intently when I’m working. They like to see the pro-
cess as well as the end result. I believe it’s given them greater 
respect for art as well as educating them on sterility and 
cleanliness and different styles of  work. 
I believe they are also less judgmental 
of  people with tattoos. 
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Classes  •  Engineering  •  Spanish Immersion  •  Cake Sculpting  •  Writing, Grammar, Academics  •  Robotics  •  

2013

OES
Summer Programs
o r e g o N  e P I S C o Pa L  S C h o o L
J u N e  1 7 -  a u g u S t  2 3
6300 SW NICOL ROAD • PortLaNd, oregoN

For Pre-K 
through grade 12
Experience fun and learning through 
enrichment, sports, academics, and 
outdoor activities.

oPeN to aLL

register online

www.oes.edu/summer

      Is there anything   
      you’d want to tell 
a woman who has been 
thinking about getting  
a tattoo?
ALICE
Do your research. Be sure to choose 
someone who fits the artistic style that 
you’re looking for. Then trust that artist!

AMANDA
I tell people to really check out portfolios 
and compare art. Every artist is different, 
and has their individual strengths. Take 
time and do research. Have fun!!!

CHARITY
Look at the artist’s work, do research 
on the shop and the individual, and make 
sure it’s something that has meaning for 
them. And don’t bargain shop! That’s 
one of  the worst mistakes people make. 
One of  the oldest sayings in the industry 
is “A cheap tattoo isn’t always good and 
a good tattoo isn’t always cheap.” People 
go to scratchers that haven’t been prop-
erly trained just to get a better deal—
only to pay even more to get the piece 
fixed or covered up. They are exposing 
themselves to infectious diseases and so 
many other things that can go wrong. 
There is much more that goes into 
tattooing than people realize, most of  it 
learned from someone who has a great 
deal of  knowledge and experience. 

Amber Lindsey
Last August I got my first “mom” tattoo, a wee 
little heart on the inside of my right wrist. The 
tattoo (number two for me) happened on the 
evening of my 14th wedding anniversary, nearly 
one month shy of my 40th birthday—and on the night my baby boy was 
conceived. After nearly three years of trying and one miscarriage, I’m 
now six months pregnant. This little “miracle baby” blessing may not be 
directly related to the tattooed heart I now proudly sport on my wrist, 
but even if he is the most odds-defying amazing coincidence, I am all in!

Alexis 
Jenssen
I really 
love my 
classic 
“Mom” 
tattoo. 
My hus-
band 
I got 
these 
last year for Mother’s Day! 
My Mom and I started busi-
nesses together and she was 
so excited when she saw the 
tattoo, she cried and smiled 
and called her friends to tell 
them about it! 

I have never regretted, even 
momentarily, any of my 
tattoos. They are me; my 
moments, my experiences 
and my loves. They inspire 
me, make me smile and 
remind me of special mo-
ments, wonderful people 
and happy times. 

Bridgeport: 
503.968.2769 (BROW)
Progress Ridge: 
503.718.7378
www.browbetty.com

Perfect Eyebrows 
   in the bat of an eye ... 
                 No Lie!!!

Open 7 daysa week!Full body
waxing too

!

You have never looked so beautiful.
    – Jackie Mans, Founder & Owner

No more Yo-Yo Dieting! 
Get ready for Spring with 

IDEAL PROTEIN

Healthy Weight Loss

Email or call Sharon 
for more information 
sharon@bonviepdx.com
503.701.9988 
www.bonviepdx.com

Lose that “muffin top” with  
the proven Ideal Protein method.  
Along with Sharon’s personalized 
coaching, Ideal Protein helps you  

lose weight quickly, safely  
and keep it off.  

You’ll look better and reduce  
the risk of  Type 2 Diabetes 

and Heart Disease.

LIVE YOUR BEST LIFE
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