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is like putting thought processes on 
steroids: He’s got rock-solid ideas, con-
ditioned perspectives, and ideas that 
grow in strength as the dialogue flows. 
His debate muscle is especially powerful 
when it comes to engaging in two of his 
favorite topics—literature and politics.

Since 1999, McCormack has been the 
publisher and editor-in-chief of Tin 
House, an incredibly successful national 
literary quarterly whose issues include 
top-notch essays, interviews, fiction and 
poetry. Since 2005, the magazine has 
been joined by a book-publishing arm 
as well. McCormack is also known for 
his more commercial publishing enter-
prises as partial-owner of MediAmerica 
(which produces Oregon Business, Or-
egon Home, and Travel Oregon). 

His business success aside, you’re not 
truly familiar with McCormack until you 
study his roster of political credits and 
involvements: Chair of the Oregon Dem-
ocratic Party’s President’s Council, board 
member for the Center for the Study of 
Democratic Institutions, member of The 
Nation magazine’s Circle of 100 sup-
porters, board appointments with Ore-
gon Council for the Humanities, Oregon 
Tourism Commission and the Board of 
Overseers of Emerson College, to name 
a few. 

The real-life Tin House—an old Victorian 
building with corrugated zinc siding 

in Northwest—is McCormack’s West 
Coast think tank. Though he writes 
articles on intense social topics with 
titles like “The Dichotomy of Evil: The 
Manson Girl Who Got Away,” and “The 
End of Democracy?”, he takes authen-
tic pleasure in pondering the origin, 
meaning and interpretation of words. 
As a true scholar and intellect, he also 
gets pretty jazzed when the conversa-
tion transgresses towards what’s con-
sidered standard fare in Win’s world—
new realms of political possibilities 
and subsequent social changes—that 
would cause a brain-hurting discus-
sion for the average Jane.

Janna: What’s interesting to you about the media world. Where 
are the opportunities?

Win: I’m getting relatively old and I’m not as tuned into “new 
media” as I maybe should be. Everyone wants to know: What’s 
the future of newspapers, what’s the future of magazines, print 
media, books? Are people going to read books online? Will 
newspapers disappear? Magazines, too? I don’t know where all 
this stuff is going.

We’re all searching for what the future is. I haven’t figured it out 
and I don’t know anybody who has. We just bought a Kindle 
and we’re signing a contract with Amazon to put our books 
on that instrument. Does that represent the future of books? I 
don’t know. You’re interviewing somebody who sees the nega-
tive side of things…

J: That’s OK.

W: One thing I’m aware of from research for a pessimistic arti-
cle I did for a political issue is that there’s a tremendous amount 
of global deforestation going on—in crisis proportions, equal 
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to the global warming crisis and actually con-
tributing to it. If only because of that, the future 
of paper products might be questioned. We may 
end up doing everything online. 

I don’t want to see newspapers disappear. I get 
up in the morning and first thing I do is make my 
coffee and read The New York Times and other 
papers. My son, who’s in his mid-twenties, is a 
scholar. He gets up and reads his papers from all 
over the country and the world online.  

J: We’re at a time where people have been 
prompted to define what’s important to them. 
Maybe we’re having the conversation now in 
ways we wouldn’t have before. Knowing about 
issues doesn’t necessarily make someone a pes-
simist. Providing information can be substantive 
conversation for others. Progress entails impart-
ing information. That’s what you’ve done. You’ve 
spent your career imparting information.

W: I have. That’s true. I’ve served a lot of it and I 
love information. I love to analyze it, figure out 
what’s going on in macro or micro trends. I try to 
figure out what’s really going on in the financial 
crisis that we’re in. Who knows where it’s going? 
It’s something I do on a daily basis. It affects me 
as well as the world.

J: What about the political side of it? You’ve 
been politically active. How do you feel about 
the political world these days?

W: There are different levels. On a practical, 
pragmatic level, I think things have gone well 
with the election of Obama. Certainly in con-

trast to what we had before, it’s the diametric 
opposite. It’s too early to tell if he’s going to be 
a great president, or even an effective leader. 
There’s a good chance that he will be. I’ve been 
waiting for a long time to elect somebody like 
that, basically since Bobby Kennedy was shot. 

On an abstract long-range philosophical level, 
things aren’t going well on the earth. There’s go-
ing to have to be changes made in the way our 
civilization—our political system, our econom-
ic system—functions. 

I’m about to speculate on that. I’m going to 
write a book about political theory and how 
there hasn’t been any new imaginative political 
theory since the mid-nineteenth-century, when 
Marx formulated his doctrines. Liberalism had 
already formulated its basic doctrines. There 
hasn’t been anything new.  

We need a new theory of politics and econom-
ics. Marxism was what people embraced for a 
long time, but it was obvious that Marxism was 
a totalitarian system and it wasn’t any better than 
capitalism. It was totalitarian capitalism. 

I’m pleased with what’s going on, but even if 
Obama turns out to be one of the great leaders, 
I’m not sure he’s going to be able to make as pro-
found changes as we need. He’ll try, but I’m not 
sure he should try. I’m not sure that’s his job. 

J: If change needs to occur and here are the lay-
ers for which they need to happen, then wave the 
magic wand to see all of the elements coming to-
gether, what do those elements consist of? 

W: I’m never sure until I write how they all come 
together. 

J: Do you write every day?

W: No. I’m a writer who doesn’t write every day. 
Everyone knows that you should, at least every-
one says that you should. We recently did a piece 
on Susan Sontag—a portrait of her. She was ap-
parently a writer who couldn’t bring herself to 
write on a daily basis. She wrote in spurts. 

I write when I find the time—when the time 

available coincides with the inspiration. I’m very 
interested in anarchism, communitarian anar-
chism, not right-wing, libertarian, everyone-for-
themselves anarchism, which is something I got 
into sort of by accident in the 70s. I read every-
thing written on anarchism. 

Anarchism is a philosophy that can never be 
implemented fully, but in the nineteenth cen-
tury, the libertarian communitarian alternatives 
to liberal capitalism was called anarchism. It was 
stomped out, more by Marxism than it was by 
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the capitalist system. The alternative became known as totali-
tarianism. It was instituted in Russia and China. If you look at 
what would make anything resembling anarchism possible in 
the world. 

Things are going in the opposite direction, towards centraliza-
tion. Like China for instance. It’s a highly centralized country 

to say the least, but one of the things that would have to oc-
cur is things would have to be slowed down. You can’t have 
anything resembling that in a system where decisions have 

to be made very fast every day. There’s no time to consult 
the community.

Slowness. There’s talk now of slowness. There’s even 
something called the slow food movement. I don’t quite 

know why they call it the slow food movement but it’s 
somehow suggestive of the way things need to go. If 
you can slow things down rather than speed them up. 

Is that possible? Things have to be slowed down. 

J: I’m guessing many people feel the same. 

W: In the economic situation we’re in now, the 
solution that’s been presented is that we have 
to get people consuming things and the reason 
we’re falling on hard times is because people 

don’t have the money to consume, or if they do, they’re in 
a mood to save rather than consume. 

From the point of view of the functioning 
capitalist system we have, that’s a bad thing. 
The whole international system that was our 
economic system until last summer was predi-
cated on China lending us money so we could 
buy consumer goods from them. 

And now, recently in 
the paper the Federal 
Reserve said they’d 
print a billion dollars 
and put that into the 
system? Why? So peo-
ple will start consum-
ing again. That’s what 
makes the economy 
run. Even ordinary 
people are saying, 
“Wait a minute. Do 
we really need to con-
sume this much stuff?” 
I’ve heard wealthy 
people, middle-class 
people talking about 
this. “Why do I need 
all these dresses in my 
closet?” Do we really 
need to go back to that 
kind of system?

J: How do such monu-
mental paradigm shifts happen?

W: You never know what makes things change. 
While I was writing and researching for the  
article I wrote in the Tin House political issue, 
the guy who’d invented chaos theory died and I  
happened to read his obituary. I don’t usually 
read obituaries. 

A well-known metaphor in chaos theory is 
that a butterfly flapping its wings somewhere 
in the world can provide a profound change 
somewhere else in the world. If you look at it, if  
you take interest in that theory, there’s always 
hope. I put that obituary in my file because it’s 
a ray of hope. One little thing can change some-
thing profoundly.

When he discovered that I think he was a 
meteorologist. He was working on computer 

Dinner
Happy Hour

Sunday Brunch 
Kids Menu

NE Fremont & MLK  |  bellyrestaurant.com  |  503.249.9764

Eat & Support Local 

models to predict weather. He put in a formula 
he had and it came out completely wrong. He 
went back to check why it was wrong because 
as far as he knew, it was the same thing he typed 
in before. He’d left off one decimal point and 
doing so had changed the entire weather pre-
diction. You don’t know what might change 
things.

J: I think that possibility is what’s exciting 
right now. It would be the page-turner if you 
were looking at a story. I would equate the un-
certainly to being the reason for turning the 
page—that unknown X factor. 

W: In the article I wrote, I relied heavily on [ge-
ographer Jared Diamond’s] book Collapse. The 
basic thesis for the book is that—and he may 
be wrong—the rest of the world cannot reach 
the same level of economic development that 
we have without destroying the planet, using 
this industrial system we have now. For China 
or India, that would wreak havoc on the planet. 
It just can’t be done. It seems more likely that 
he’s not wrong.

J: Knowing all the information that you gather, 
being an ideas person, a communicator, one 
who’s about getting, giving, and providing in-
formation, what do you think about when you 
put your head on your pillow at night? How 
do you reconcile all the ideas swirling in your 
head?

W: What I recently realized and should have 
realized a long ago is that you actually don’t 
know how the ideas fit together until you actu-
ally start writing. Just like writing fiction. You 
don’t know until you start writing what’s going 
to happen and how things are going to turn out. 
You hear countless stories of writers who start-
ed to write along a certain line and they found 
it wasn’t productive and they had to change. Or 
a character grew while they were writing and 
became somebody different than what they’d 
envisioned. 

I found recently that you don’t really get the 
kind of clarity—or I don’t anyway—until you 
actually start putting it together. 

I’ll give you another isolated example that 

I might drag into this book. I 
listen to the Sunday political 
talk shows. One Sunday they 
were talking about Obama’s  
economic policies. Some people 
may criticize Obama for trying 
to do too much. Interestingly 
enough, the one person on this 
program who sort of came to 
Obama’s defense was George Will, 
a conservative. 

He said, “Obama has a holistic 
view of things, which is that it all 
fits together and maybe he’s right.” 
He said he might be right and we 
need to do this holistically, and not 
just what Warren Buffett was say-
ing, do nothing but concentrate on 
the economy. 

At that very moment, I thought of 
the dilemma in physics between 
Einstein’s theory of the universe, 
which is predictive. It can predict 
what’s going to happen. You can 
make an atomic bomb. If you do a 
certain thing, you can blow some-
thing up. And subatomic physics, 
which is random. They always talk 
about a unified field theory that 
unifies the randomness. 

J: Like the string theory?

W: The string theory might be 
one of them. Some people com-
pound it; some people think it’s 
nonsense. It’s impossible for the 
laymen to judge because it’s actu-
ally a mathematical theory that’s 
just some metaphor for strings. 
At that very moment, somehow 
it occurred to me that the branch 
of subatomic physics, which is 
random, is anarchism. It’s the 
equivalent of anarchism in politics 
and the superstructure of the uni-
verse that Einstein crafted, is how 
politics is working—how practical 
politics is working. 
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I put that obituary in 
my file because it’s a 
ray of  hope. One little 
thing can change some-
thing profoundly.
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I try to write fiction, but that’s been an agonizing practice for me. I’m 
looking for the writer who says they enjoy it. I haven’t found many, re-
ally. Susan Sontag said she hated writing. 

What gets me up in the morning? Politics and literature. Those have 
always been my two interests. I got turned-on to writing and literature 
at the age of 12 or 13 when I discovered Hemingway. I got turned onto 
politics when I was an exchange student in Indonesia between junior 
and senior year in high school and I majored in political science. 

I went to private school and had a good education. I read so much lit-
erature that I was sick of analyzing it. I was interested in politics, so 
I majored in politics in college, not English. Then afterwards I went 
back and did my thing in creative writing. Then I went out and started 

J: Do you take comfort in having some-
thing to correlate the structures with?

W: It just occurred to me. Maybe what 
I’m going suggest is that we need a uni-
fied field theory in political science that 
can reconcile what I’m talking about on 
the micro level.

J: You’re saying that there could be some 
possibility that a structure could become 
uniform based on an application that’s 
been proven elsewhere, and that you 
don’t really know what it looks like until 
you sit down and write, how it’s going to 
come together.

W: Yes, that’s sort of what I’m saying. 
Physicists have been trying, and Einstein 
himself was trying to reconcile these two 
things. That’s when he made the state-
ment, “I won’t accept that God plays 
dice with the universe” about subatomic 
theory. That everything’s random is what 
he tried to reconcile and he couldn’t. No 
one else has been able to. Maybe when I 
talk about the subatomic level of politics, 
or atomic level, whatever, anarchism is a 
clue into that.

J: What are you excited about when you 
wake up in the morning? What do you look 
forward to? 

W: It depends. I’m involved in a lot of things. Maybe 
too many things. 

I get excited about the magazine. We’ve celebrated over 10 years 
of Tin House. It was something that was an idea for many years. I was a 
commercial magazine publisher. I knew it to be an impractical endeavor 
on a financial level. I knew that it would cost a lot of money, you don’t 
get advertising and, as you know, advertising is what sustains a maga-
zine, except in exceptional cases. 

Every time I thought about it, “No. Don’t do that. Why spend that 
much money producing a magazine that so few people will read?”  
With 10,000 in circulation, which we more or less have, that’s a big 
achievement in the literary business. Now it’s over 10 years later. The 
magazine’s gotten a lot of acclaim. Three of our stories were selected last 
year for The Best American Short Stories. That’s three out of approximate-
ly 20, 21. That gets me out of bed. Practical politics gets me out of bed. 
But also, theoretical politics gets me out of bed, and maybe that more 
than anything. 

work. At the beginning it was more or less 
a political vocation, the “Oregon Times.” 
I’ve gone back and forth.

J: Have you tried to reconcile the two? 

W: There you go! That’s what the real 
analogy is. I need a unified field theory of 
my life!

J: Yes! It sounds like if you’ve gone back 
and forth depending on your perspec-
tive and your knowledge at that time, one 
would be more applicable than the other, 
but trying to reconcile the two…

W: I have the sense that literature needs 
to change. People have experimented 
with many other forms in recent in histo-
ry. But somehow we’re living off the novel 
that is also from the nineteenth century. 
Just like Marxism, both are nineteenth-
century philosophies. The novel is a 
nineteenth-century form. For a long time 
I’ve had the idea that literature needs to 
find a new stage somehow. I don’t know 
exactly what I mean. Maybe I’m talking 
nonsense. There are a lot of good novels 
being written.

J: Are there any anarchistic sort of theo-
ries equivalent to what novels are like?

W: I think that literature is anarchism. 
Language comes from the bottom line. 
Language is developed by ordinary peo-
ple. Latin was developed by ordinary 
Roman farmers, then it became refined 
into what you study in school, but it was 
independent—from people going back 
to business, trying to find words and ways 
to say things. 

I guess it hadn’t occurred to me, but lan-
guage and literature are very anarchistic. 
I once saw [The Story of English, a TV 
series hosted by Robert MacNeil]. There 
was one segment that talked about how 
English was developed. It really wasn’t 
just some certain place, but this is how 
they presented it. People speaking French 
in a valley encountered people speaking 
Danish Anglo-Saxon and how the inter-
action between them formed the basis 

of the English language. They showed 
examples of how they would reach com-
promises.

The English language and other Europe-
an languages have been frozen for a long 
time. They haven’t been able to develop 
because they’ve been rigidified because 
of teaching at school. 

J: Educational models don’t allow for 
much…

W: It interests me. I know French and it 
interests me. Argot is the word for slang 
in French. They have a whole argot dic-
tionary in France that’s as big as a regular 
dictionary, if not bigger actually, because 
French has a very small vocabulary com-
pared to English. For argot, there are 
words that people use, but aren’t in the 
regular accepted dictionary. 

They even have an institution in France, 
called the Académie française, that de-
cides whether to admit certain words 
into the language or not, especially Eng-
lish words, which they’re always trying 
to keep out. Language is anarchistic. 
There’s some movement towards a uni-
fied field theory.

J: Yes, right there. Looking at things ho-
listically, if I reinvented myself to start a 
new career, I’d probably study how tech-
nology impacts communication. What 
are some of the ramifications of the way 
we communicate in a two-dimensional 
world, with Facebook or Twitter for in-
stance? Does this constitute as commu-
nication and if so, what does that com-
munication look like? I know somebody 
who posted on Facebook that they made 
toast. It could be argued that you’re 
learning about something.

W: Or they Twitter that they just went 
to St. Honoré and had coffee and a crois-
sant for breakfast. So what?

J: Is that information communication?

W: I don’t know. It interests me. I’ve re-
sisted Twitter so far, although I am start-
ing to see examples of how it can be use-

ful for organizations. It’s absurd people want to follow 
others and what they had for breakfast, but apparently 
it’s useful for organizations. The Humanities Council, 
whose board I sit on, has been using it. I’m also affili-
ated with the Tourism Commission. Both organiza-
tions use Facebook. 

J: I was talking to a psychologist and she believes 
there are serious social ramifications since people are 
always looking externally at what’s going on in the 
world around them and getting lost in other peoples’ 
”reality” instead of tuning in internally.

W: People do say that and that these means are com-
pletely extroverted and superficial. Superficial ex-
troversion. People look to this instead of developing 
their life. People are losing the ability to have internal 
monologue, which is what reading provides.

J: Which is why I think what you’re providing right 
now has more worth, more value, than 10 years ago. 

W: If people lose the ability to have internal mono-
logues, what does that mean? According to Harold 
Bloom, Shakespeare intended modern literature— 
or at least he was keyed into what the modern world 
was going to be—when he wrote his soliloquies. 
Somebody talking to himself on stage, as much to 
themselves as to you. If we lose that ability, what does 
it mean? 

I’ve had to ponder whether I should be on Facebook. 
I could use it to promote my book. Should I Twitter? 
Have followers? I can promote my anarchist theories. 
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I could say, “Oh, I just had this thought this morning 
about the unified field theory of physics that might be 
comparable to Cook’s Theorem,” but it sounds like peo-
ple are wasting enormous amounts of time. 

People go home at night and they check messages to see 
who’s contacted them from grammar school. After an-
swering messages, they’ve dissolved two hours. Maybe 
that’s no worse than spending two hours watching TV. 

J: It sounds like you’re 
time is incredibly valuable  

to you.

W: There’s a novel I was 
thinking of writing about 

my growing-up years. If  
I went on Facebook and  

people started popping up from 
my school years, would I want to 

be contacted? Why would I want 
to? Though it might be interesting, 

you can get carried away. 

I discovered Twitter because a writer friend of mine 
came to town. We went to dinner and she pulled 
out her phone and I asked, “What are you doing? 
She said, “I’m on Twitter.” She was writing, “I’m 
having dinner with Win McCormack at Bluehour 
in Portland after my meeting in Powell’s.” I said, 
“Who’s interested in that?” She said, “People follow 

This thirteen-year-old, green-eyed 
adventure-seeker never envisioned help-
ing to recruit his own adoptive family…

Lyden entered foster care at age 4½ due 
to no fault of his own. Unable to return 
to his birth family and moved between 
multiple placements over the last nine 
years, his hopes of finding a “forever 
family” have dimmed considerably over 
time.

With his entertaining sense of humor, 
Lyden initiates lively, captivating con-
versation. He values connecting with 
special adults in his life. His foster moth-
er describes Lyden’s impressive ability 
to rebound from setbacks. But let’s have 
Lyden tell you more himself!

What kinds of things do you like to do 
after school? Practice casting with my 
fishing pole, carve wood, or watch the 
Discovery Channel. My favorite all-time 
show is The Deadliest Catch!

If someone were describing one of your 
talents or skills, they might say you are 
someone who is...?  Talented at story-
telling, fishing, and other things on that 
line. 

What kinds of activities do you enjoy 
doing with a family?  Fishing, camping, 
going to parks, and just having fun out 
there.  

If you could choose, would you be the 
oldest, youngest or only child in a fam-
ily? The oldest. I feel looked down on as 
a younger brother and I liked the feeling 
of being looked up to as an older brother 
when I was in my last foster home.

shared Wendy’s goal is to locate an adoptive 
family for this child. Lyden’s upbeat resilience 
has permitted him to survive many hardships. 
Now he awaits his greatest adventure of all—
coming home, for good, to an adoptive parent 
or family.

      yden is just one of 129,000 wait-

ing children nationwide, and one 

of over 300 here in Oregon. Be-

hind every unique story is the face 

of a precious child. Whether you 

are single, in a loving partnership, 

or married, foster-care adoption 

is a gratifying, inexpensive way 

to grow your family. Please call to 

learn more about Lyden, and oth-

er local waiting children: Wendy’s 

Wonderful Kids at Boys & Girls Aid 

– 503-542-2330.

you.” Why? Why do they follow you?

J: It can be strange.  

W: With these form of conversation, you don’t 
know what’s going to happen though it’s useful for 
organizations.

J: This is the X factor.

W: People are now following what the humani-
ties council does or what the tourism commission 
does. There could be people all around the coun-
try following you, then coming here. Who knows? 
It’s the X factor or the butterfly factor. Or the one 
decimal point that changed the entire weather pat-
tern.

J: It really is. How cool is that? 

W: [half-smiles] Of course there could be a me-
teor coming from outer space. That’s what got rid 
of the dinosaurs… 

Explore the medical field.
Create your own graphic novel.
Take an astronomy adventure.
Be a LEGO engineer.
Experiment with nanotechnology.
Design a complete computer 
game.

And much more!

Camps & Classes for students  
entering grades 2 – 12.

503-200-5858
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w
w

w
.saturdayacadem

y.org

About Me!
“What I Want Families to Know…

“I’m a sporty dude! I want a family who hunts, fishes 
or gets out in the wilderness.”—Lyden, age 13

How would you describe a great dad? 
That’s a really tricky question.

What’s the quality you value most in a 
mom? A mom who fishes!

Are there things you’ve never done that 
you might like to do someday? Well, it’s 
stuff I’ve done before but I’d like to do 
again—like horseback riding, archery, 
and crabbing.

What are your favorite subjects in 
school? Thank you, but I’ll pass on that 
one. Maybe hands-on science?

What job do you think you might like 
to do when you are an adult? Be an 
Alaskan crab fisherman on the Bering 
Sea. I’ve told everyone that a million 
times!! 

What kind of music do you like to listen 
to? Rock and Jimmy Buffett, which is 
“island music.”

What are your favorite foods? Ice 
cream, fish, and grapes.

If you could invent anything, what 
would it be? A fillet knife that could be 
used for anything.

As a “Wendy’s Wonderful Kid,” Lyden 
has one last opportunity, through in-
tensive outreach, to be matched with 
an adoptive resource. Wendy’s Won-
derful Kids, a signature program of the 
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adop-
tion, is dedicated exclusively to finding 
adoptive homes for the longest waiting 
foster children. In partnership with the 
local social services agency Boys & 
Girls Aid, and along with the Oregon 
Department of Human Services, the 

”
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Are they out yet? The scarf-
snapping rowdies who swarm PGE Park during the fairer 
months? In the same way that blooming rhododendrons 
and azaleas harken the onslaught of spring in Portland, the 
chanting, swaggering, jolly bustle of Timbers’ fans pep-
pering Goose Hollow with tailgate parties are a signal of 
every PGE-based match from April to October. If there’s 
a match on, you’ll see and hear them from NW 14th to 
Vista: the Timbers’ Army, one of the largest supporters 
groups in US soccer.

This season, in preparation for Portland getting a second 
major-league franchise in 2011, the TA is doing double 
duty—setting off smoke bombs, selling tickets and mer-
chandise, and arranging transportation to Seattle and 
Vancouver where rival teams play, all the while upping the 
buzz along the path to Major League Soccer reality.

Surf the Timbers’ Army Message Board, Soccer City,  
(soccercityusa.com) and you’ll get a taste of the enthu-
siasm for soccer in this town. Soccer City’s creator and 
moderator, Allison Andrews believes that “the level of 
passion for the game in Portland is going to grow to levels 
that MLS has never seen before, and Rose City will em-
brace their place in the spotlight as the true [reason] why 
Portland earned the nickname of ‘Soccer City USA’ back 
in their NASL heyday, and will once again take North 
American soccer by storm.”

Shortly after his team officially got the green light from 
the City Council for the $31 million PGE Park renova-
tion agreement, the Timbers’ owner, Merritt Paulson, 
took stock. “This is bigger than the Pacific Northwest be-
ing the hub of soccer in North America, this is about soc-
cer finally taking hold in the country. You know, for years 
people have asked, ‘When will the world’s biggest sport 
finally matter in America? When will all those kids who 
play soccer actually watch soccer?’ And I tell you that that 
time is now.”

If you’ve ever been to a Timbers’ home 
game, you can see why Portland, along 
with MLS sister cities Seattle and Van-
couver, has so much soccer cachet. Area 
youth soccer teams dot the stands, vi-
brant soccer moms pump their fists, 
Mac Club viewers peer in from the 
south end between spinning sessions. 
And then there’s the North End. 

During any given Timbers’ match, the 
Army is a swell of green down there at 
the business end of the field. On one 
night last season, the Timbers were play-
ing the Islanders, a team from Puerto 
Rico, one of the few teams with as good 
a record as Portland’s. 

In a choreographed bit of TA verve, the 
sea of green was cut through with a big 
gold band, a banner that read: “The Man 
with the Golden Heart.” This may seem 
like an odd sentiment from hooligans 
who just finished chanting “shoot him 
like a horse” when an opponent went 
down on the field, but the Timbers’ 
Army is a group made up of multiple 
personalities, and one of their shorter 
chants, “S-C-O-T, Scot with one T,” rose 
from the North End. The reverential 
banner, along with the vocals, referred 
to #17, defender Scot Thompson—
a popular Timbers’ defender and the 
team’s newly appointed Community 
Ambassador. 

Thompson’s popularity epitomizes 
Portland’s brand of soccer fever. In a 
country where professional athletes of-

 he team, the town, 

By Suzy Vitello Soulé       Photos by Joni Schrantz

30

Timbers’ Armyand the

ten engage in high-
profile shenanigans 
and misbehavior off the 
field or court, Thomp-
son, like other Timbers 
players, devotes much of his 
non-playing time to improv-
ing the quality of youth soccer 
in the area. 

As Girls’ Director of Coaching 
for the Bridlemile Soccer Club 
as well as the Varsity Girls Soccer 
Coach for Oregon Episcopal School 
in southwest Portland, Thompson’s 
philosophy of youth soccer and devel-
opment is not about molding the next 
scholarship-worthy phenom. “What 
soccer teaches kids,” says Thompson, 
“is responsibility, manners, sportsman-
ship. You learn to show up five minutes 
early, and how good habits translate to 
success on the field—and in life. You 
learn how to work with others to ac-
complish goals.”

The 2010 season will mark Thomp-
son’s seventh with the Timbers. Off 
the field, Thompson is committed 
to helping Portland accomplish its 
goals of becoming an epicenter 
for the sport in this country. He’s 
coached soccer since he was 16, 
and lives the player-to-mentor 
principle. His strong bond with 
the community is rooted in the 
city’s initial reception when 
he first moved here several 
years ago. After a difficult 
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Rates from $649* per person.

Save on your Alaska Cruise and 
receive bonus shipboard credits!

*All pricing is per person, double occupancy, and subject to change. Taxes and fees are additional.
**Shipboard credit amount varies depending on cruise booked, and is up to $50 per person for a total of 
$100 per stateroom. Ship’s registry: The Netherlands.

AAA Alaska Bonus Sale!


